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Together as a reli-
gious community, we 
put our liberal faith in 
action, striving to 
nurture our families 
and our spiritual 
lives, protect the 
earth, eliminate pov-
erty, and stop oppres-
sion, while offer-
ing love and hope for 
all.  

 

(UUFD mission statement 
adopted May 17, 2009) 

 
MINISTER: Rev. Linda Slabon 
OFFICE MANAGER: Beth Schewe  
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Toni Tollerud 
PRESIDENT: Bill Lamb            TREASURER: Lon Clark 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DIRECTOR: Gladys Sanchez 
  

Minister’s Office Hours: By appointment 
Office Manager Office Hours: Wed 9 - 2 and Fri 10 - 3 
Church Office phone number: 815-756-7089          
email: office@uufdekalb.org    Web site: uufdekalb.org 
 

In case of an emergency, call the Board President Bill Lamb or the President Elect Jack Lazzara. 

CONTACTS: 

DEADLINE 
The deadline for the Au-
gust/September edition of 
the Pathfinder is July 16, 

2017. Please note that this 
is the third Sunday of the 

month. Submissions are to 
be sent to the church  

office via email: 
office@uufdekalb.org or 

hard copy left in the Office 
Manager’s mailbox in the 

library. 

158 N. Fourth St.                DeKalb, IL 60115 

July Theme: Circle of Life 
The Rev. Forrest Church often said, “Religion is 
the human response to being alive and having to 
die.” This places the circle of life at the center of 
our religious concern. Our seventh principle and 
sixth source reinforce the importance of the cir-
cle of life, both literally and metaphorically, as 
does the liturgical year through which we ob-
serve holidays and holy days, the turning of the 
year, and the passing of the seasons. Our rites of 
passage including naming ceremonies, coming 
of age, wedding ceremonies and memorial ser-
vices, serve as essential markers in the circle of 
life. 
July 2 – Preserving the Circle 
Sue Willis, Worship Leader 
Jack Lazzara, Assistant 
July 9 – A Sense of Purpose (Choir rehearsal) 
Rev. Linda, Worship Leader 
Kriss Olsen, Assistant   
The Circle of Life draws us into new ventures. 
Reflect with me on life's callings at every age.  
July 16 – Loving & Letting Go (Choir)   
Rev Linda, Worship Leader, 
Diane Johns, Assistant 
A ritual of love and release will be part of Toni 
and Rev. Linda's final Sunday service.   
Please note the invitation for the potluck and 
event that follows the service.  
July 23 – A Beautiful Life 
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Worship Leader 
Susan Dorbeck, Assistant 
July 30 – Sermon TBA 
Dave Becker, Worship Leader 
Irene Faivre, Assistant 

June Theme: Joy 
There have been many religious perspectives 
that begin with the idea that this world is bro-
ken, a place of misery and pain, toil and strug-
gle. We are told that our job is to survive it, 
indeed transcend it, through sacrifice, confes-
sion of our own brokenness, and an industrious 
“Protestant work ethic.” Joy is reserved for a 
time far off and found in a heaven granted to 
those who earn it. 
And yet there are others – Unitarians Univer-
salist included – that just don’t see it this way.  
They look out, and like the God of Genesis, 
their response is “behold, it is good!” The 
“problem” according to this spiritual view lies 
not so much in a fallen, irredeemable world but 
with our limited perspective. 
 
June 4 – Finding Joy 
Irene Faivre, Worship Leader 
June 11 – A Shamanic Perspective 
Ed Miguel, Worship Leader 
Forrest Brandon, Assistant 
June 18 – ‘The Journey of...'  Reflections on 
Lao-Tzu and Allen Harden (Choir)  
Rev. Linda, Worship Leader 
Susan Dorbeck, Assistant 
Please join us as we bid a fond farewell to 
Allen Harden, UUFD's Intern Minister.   
At coffee hour we will take time to share cake, 
stories, and fond memories of Allen as well! 
June 25 – Living the Question 
Susan Dorbeck, Worship Leader 
Jack Lazzara, Assistant 
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UUFD Staff News 

 Rev. Linda’s hours are by appointment. Please call 815-501-4788. 
 Office manager Beth Schewe’s hours are Wed 9 - 2 and Fri 10 - 3. 
 
Beth will be on vacation June 7 – 12 and July 22 – 29, so the church office will be closed. If you need assistance during 
that time, please contact a member of the board. 
 
Rev. Linda and Toni will be at the UU General Assembly in New Orleans from June 21 to 27. Their last day is July 16. 

Minister’s Musings 

It is May 23 and I am “on vacation”.  But today Gene 
Desavouret died.  I knew Gene for almost the entire 26 
years of ministry at UUFD.  Today I was reminded of his 
wife, Sandy, as she was taken by cancer and I saw Gene’s 
heart crumble at her death.  I witnessed the grief and be-
wilderment that swept over their two children, Marissa 
and Scott.  Today the rain poured from the sky here at 
Hilton Head as though the sky’s heart was breaking.  And 
today I write my very last Musings for the UUFD Path-
finder.  This is definitely NOT a whoo-hoo-I’m-on-
vacation day.   
 
In March I wrote, “I am not being a good minister if I 
hide from feelings or pretend that the status quo will just 
keep rolling along. It won’t.  What comes now are Sun-
day services where I talk about the transformation ahead, 
meetings with leaders and members as I beat the drum of 
transition even though you may not like it, and rituals that 
bring us together even as we think about letting go.”   
 
It is incredibly hard to accept that Toni and I have only 3 
Sunday services left at UUFD.  How did this leaving 
come upon us so fast?  I have raised the issue for two 
years and I set goals at the May 2015 Congregational 
Meeting that I indicated as my priorities.  These goals 
included the completion of the Building Our Future Cam-
paign, holding a social justice focused WomanSpirit Con-
ference that raised money for UUFD, celebrating the four 
young adults who completed the UUFD Bridging & 
Coming of Age program on May 14 when they gave their 
CREDO statements, and increasing our UUFD lay staff 
salaries up to recommended UUA Fair Share guidelines.  
Many, not all, of my goals have been reached.  What lays 
before you now is how you will continue the ministry of 
this congregation into the future – both lay led and pro-
fessional ministry.   
 
I have been consulting a book titled, On Retirement, A 
Guide for UU Retired Ministers, and it provides wise ad-
vice for the retired minister and for one who may receive 
the title of Emeritus/a.  It notes: “The title Minister Emer-
itus/a is granted to honor long and meritorious service to 
a congregation where the minister has given devoted and 

competent ministerial leadership.  Due to our congrega-
tional polity…only that congregation can bestow this ti-
tle.”  Should I have the honor to receive this status from 
UUFD, there are significant responsibilities I must abide 
by:  
 
1. A formal covenant shall be developed between the 

Minister Emerita, the new interim, contract or settled 
minister, and the congregational leadership that spell 
out mutual relationships for the future. Decisions 
about reentry into the congregation need to be stated. 

2. Pulpit, rites of passage, or any other ministerial privi-
leges need discussion and clarity.  

3. As Minister Emerita, I shall be useful in ways my 
successor may request and any services I provide 
shall be solely at the request of my successor.  

4. My initial commitment is to loosen our bonds so that 
UUFD might prepare for their next settled minister.  

5. I will never participate in any type of behavior that 
might be harmful to my former congregation.   

 
Finally, I hope you will think well of me and continue to 
be there for each other.  I hope you will forgive me if I 
hurt you and especially if I am unaware of that truth for 
you.  No one wants their worst action or statement to de-
fine them.  Perhaps you caught me at a time of frustra-
tion, or crabbiness, or sadness, or anger, or when I was 
feeling driven or disconnected and not paying attention to 
you.  I hope you will not think that that is all who I am.  
Again, I hope you will forgive me and I hope you will 
forgive one another.  Our human beingness and becom-
ingness is who we are.  Together we have tried to grow 
and strengthen UUFD and to serve our congregation well.   
 
It has been an honor and privilege to serve you, and it has 
been one of the greatest joys of my life.   
  
In the Spirit of Life,   
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Mark Your Calendar For These UUFD Events 

June 
June 2 – Restorative Meditation 5:30 p.m. (Every Friday) 
June 4 – Buddhist Study Group and Meditation 12 – 1:30 p.m. (1st and 3rd Sundays of each month) 
June 5 – Worship Associate Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
June 7 – Yoga with Ed Miguel 5:15 and 7 p.m. (Every Wednesday) 
June 7 – UUFD Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
June 11 – Wiccan Study Group noon (2nd and 4th Sundays of each month) 
June 11 – Humanist Discussion Group noon (2nd and 4th Sundays of each month) 
June 11 – Ordinary Folk Musical Gathering 2-3:30 p.m.  (2nd and 4th Sundays of each month) 
June 13 – Sanctuary and Solidarity Group 7 – 9 p.m. 
June 14 – Stitch and Witch 7:30 – 9 p.m. 
June 16 – Womyn’s Spirituality Group @ 1622 Carlisle Ln. DeKalb 7 – 9 p.m. 
June 17 – Leadership Council Meeting 10 a.m. – noon 
June 18 – Allen Harden’s last Sunday – Farewell gathering at coffee hour 
June 20 – Hope Haven Meal 6:30 p.m. 
June 24 – Welcome Essentials Pantry 10 a.m. – noon 
 
July 
July 5 – UUFD Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
July 12 – Stitch and Witch 7:30 – 9 p.m. 
July 16 – Rev. Linda and Toni’s last Sunday – Farewell gathering after service 
July 29 – Welcome Essentials Pantry 10 a.m. – noon 

Leadership Council Meeting: June 17, 10 a.m.—noon 
UUFD board members, ministry council members, committee members, worship leaders… and anyone 
else interested in church leadership are invited!  Questions? Contact Jack Lazzara. 

 

Please join us as we bid farewell to 
 

Rev. Linda Slabon, Minister 

&  Dr. Toni Tollerud, Music Director 
 

as they conclude 26 years of ministry at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of DeKalb 
 

Sunday, July 16, 2017 

at UUFD, 158 N. 4th St., DeKalb, IL 
 

Worship Service    10:00 a.m. 

Celebratory Potluck   11:45 a.m. 

Brief Words & Sharing   12:45 p.m. 

 

Music by the UUFD Choir 

and Cymbal, UU Women's Singing Group 



Five UUFD members will be attending the Unitarian Universalist General Assembly in June: Dave Becker, 
Gladys Sanchez, Vanstrom Dracul, Toni Tollerud, and Rev. Linda. We wish them safe travels and a wonderful 
experience of worship, connecting with, and making decisions with UUs from across the country. 
 
It is with sadness that I share with you about the death of Gene Desavouret. He died on May 23 in his home as 
a result of a fall and he hit his head. I have communicated with his daughter, Marissa. She and Gene's son, 
Scott Desavouret, will have his body cremated and a memorial service will be held later. Lon and Kathy Clark, 

     friends of the family, are providing immediate support. Please keep Marissa and Scott in your prayers.   
  – Rev. Linda 
 

On behalf of all the students at Clinton Rosette Middle School, I want to thank UUFD again for your most 
generous contributions to the annual school supply drive. If you remember in the fall, our shelves were over-
flowing, and we have given out many supplies through the year. Pencils, colored pencils, markers, etc., may 

     seem like small things to us, but the look on the faces of the kids when they get the supplies they need is price
     less. Thank you again to everyone who helped a child succeed this year in middle school! 
  –  Sharon Blake. 

JOYS & SORROWS 

PAGE  4 THE PATHFINDER 

Book Talk 
Beau Anderson, Librarian and Archivist 

 
Though there is no official count, it’s probably safe to say that no one individual has been written about more 
than Jesus Christ.  Over time, there have been many examples, such as Thomas Jefferson, who cut up his New 
Testament to sort out his version of the true Jesus material from the false material; the Jews, Buddhists, and 
Muslims who fit Jesus into their own traditions and writings; and the people who adapted Jesus for stage and 
screen entertainment.   A handful of these numerous titles have found their way into the UUFD library collec-
tion, which pairs well with Christianity being one of the many religions recognized by Unitarian Universalism.  
Examples of the library’s holdings about Jesus include John Dominic Crossman’s The Historical Jesus: The 
Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant, Laurence Freeman’s Jesus: The Teacher Within, and Stephen 
Prothero’s American Jesus: How the Son of God Became a National Icon.  These books, and others, can be 
found in the Religion section of the library and may be signed out for your own reading interests or out of curi-
osity. 
 
Another book to be added to the collection is Reza Aslan’s Zealot: The Life and 
Times of Jesus of Nazareth.  A zealot is defined as a person who opposed Roman 
occupation, which began in 63 B.C.  Prior to the revolt against Rome (A.D.66-70,) 
a nationalistic party emerged in Palestine called the Zealots.  The use of the epithet 
“Zealot” has led some scholars to ask whether Jesus was a Zealot.  Even in the 21st 
century there is a continuing debate with some opponents saying that, for example, 
Jesus’ call for devotion to God was not cast in terms characteristic of Zealot ideol-
ogy.  Jesus was unwilling to cast himself with that form of resistance.  Aslan ex-
plores the reasons why the early Christian church preferred to promulgate an im-
age of Jesus as a peaceful spiritual teacher rather than a politically conscious revo-
lutionary.   Aslan describes a man full of conviction and passion, yet rife with con-
tradiction; a man of peace who exhorted his followers to arm themselves with 
swords; and an exorcist and faith healer who urged his disciples to keep his identi-
ty a secret.  Zealot is well researched and written for most audiences, especially for 
those who prefer a story with two opposing ideologies.  The book is engaging and 
has a very thought provoking ending.  
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UUFD is moving to “Touchstones,” a new set of monthly worship themes 
 
In 2014, UUFD adopted monthly worship themes. Along with several other UU churches in our northern Illinois re-
gion, we began using the “Soul Matters” themes. Each month we would receive a unified topic to guide our worship 
leaders, as well as a packet of resources, including readings, prayers, hymns, and reflections. Using these monthly 
themes has helped to connect worship services led by different people throughout the month, and – because we shared 
these themes with other area UU congregations – they have helped to connect us with other UUs nearby. 
 
Recently, we heard that the other congregations in our area are moving to “Touchstones,” a different UU theme-based 
worship. Our Worship Ministry Committee decided to make the switch, as well, and we’re excited about the upcom-
ing themes. The Touchstones Team has also chosen a very timely annual theme, “Reimagining the Common Good,” 
which relates to each of the monthly themes (see below). 
 
Touchstone provides a journal each month, which we will share with the congregation by email (and we’ll have a few 
printed copies available at UUFD). 
 
If you have any questions about the new worship themes, don’t hesitate to contact the church office or one of the Wor-
ship Ministry team leaders: Ed Miguel, Irene Faivre, Bonnie Anderson, and Maylan Dunn-Kenney. 
 
Touchstones 2017-18 Annual Theme: Reimagining the Common Good 
 
Monthly themes, 2017-18 
July: Circle of Life     February: Love 
August: Ambiguity/Paradox    March: Humility 
September: Beauty     April: Transformation 
October: Hospitality     May: Beloved Community 
November: Faith     June: Wisdom 
December: Hope     July: Liberty 
January: Justice      August: Unity/Diversity 

Thanks to our Religious Education Youth, who offered a proposal to better meet ADA Recommen-
dations! 
 
As UUFD makes plans for building updates, Gabriel Ford – in consultation with Taylor Richier and the UUFD 
Bridge Builders Program (youth second grade and up) – has submitted a proposal to help UUFD better welcome 
people with disabilities. Gabriel and the RE youth have conducted a careful evaluation of our building in relation to 
the standards of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Here is a summary of the recommendations they 
made: 
 
 Main entrance and internal doors: The ADA suggests testing doors by trying to open/close them with one 

closed fist. When we tested the doors we found they were very hard to open/close. We recommend adapting 
them by changing handles or putting in automatic doors. 

 Rugs: We recommend adding rubber to the edges of the rugs, replacing them with no-slip rugs, or removing 
them. 

 Signage: The ADA recommends signs with visible letters of contrasting colors and braille. We found that the 
bathroom signs had no braille and the sanctuary had no signs meeting any of those requirements. 

 Counters: The ADA recommends that counters be no taller than 38 inches, and we found that the two counters 
outside the kitchen were 42 to 43 inches. 

 Water fountain: The ADA recommends that objects attached to the walls, particularly in main walkways, pro-
trude no more than 4 inches from the wall or be attached to the floor. We found that the water fountain in the 
hall protrudes 14.5 inches and is not attached to the floor. We recommend replacing it or removing it. 

 
We are grateful for the hard work of Gabriel and the RE youth, and we look forward to their input as we renovate 
our building! 



PAGE  6 THE PATHFINDER 

Saying Goodbye: Memories of Rev. Linda and Toni 
 
As we prepare to bid farewell to Rev. Linda and Toni, our UUA consultant has reminded us that one of 
our important duties as a congregation is to “say goodbye well.” To that end we have dedicated a por-
tion of each Pathfinder over this past year to stories and memories of Rev. Linda and Toni. 
 
From Beth Schewe: 
I remember my first meeting at Rev. Linda and Toni’s house. It was for the long-range and strategic plan-
ning committee (and on a side note: do you know the difference between short-term, long-term, and stra-
tegic planning? I sure did by the end of that meeting!). We were a small group of UUFD members and 
we sat in the comfy chairs and couches in Rev. Linda and Toni’s front room, with a view of the piano and 
other lovely musical instruments. 
 
Rev. Linda opened the meeting and shared that there was no agenda. As an organization freak, I promptly 
started to sweat and break out in hives. No agenda!?! We’d be here all night! (Well, maybe I’m exagger-
ating about the hives, but I was nervous!) And then a magical thing happened. We started to share our 
check-ins, our experiences and goals, and together we created an agenda. More importantly, together we 
became a team. 
 
I’ve seen Rev. Linda work this magic many times, when there was a conflict or concern at UUFD, and 
she made sure everyone felt heard and respected. When she planned memorial services for church mem-
bers that were so thoughtful, loving, and personal to them that we felt the person’s presence among us. 
When she dedicated her time and care to helping UUFD prepare for her retirement – guiding church lead-
ers to take over the many roles and tasks she has performed for so long and advising the Building Our 
Future fundraising team so they could ensure the financial health of UUFD during this transition period.  
I know Toni has worked a similar magic building a choir that welcomes all who love to sing, and when 
she teaches us a new and challenging hymn with patience and joy. 
 
Thank you, Rev. Linda and Toni, for all the magic you have worked at UUFD over the years! We are in-

spired by your service, and I hope we’ll make you proud as we continue the work and community of 

UUFD. 

Help Wanted for Congregational Support & Development Ministry 
 
The Congregational Support and Development ministry offers many ways for UUFD members and 
friends to be involved in our community. We sponsor support groups, fun and relaxing activities, and 
retreats. We enable members to help other members through difficult times by providing occasional 
meals, transportation, cards, and other needs. We create a welcoming environment for newcomers and 
friends by sponsoring the greeter program and coffee hour each Sunday and by assisting the Minister 
with the Pathways to Membership program. 
 
Seeking a Co-Chair: We are seeking a friendly and committed UUFD member to assist in the co-
leadership and co-ordination of the Congregational Support & Development team as team co-chair with 
Dave Becker. If you are interested, please see Dave Becker or contact the UUFD office. 
 
Seeking Volunteers: Willing to provide meals, visits, or transportation? You don’t have to be a commit-
tee member or attend any committee meetings to help. Just let us know how you are willing to help and 
how we can contact you. If you are interested, please see Dave Becker or contact the UUFD office. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
Sunday, June 4 
Sunday, June 11 
Sunday, June 18  
Sunday, June 25 
Sunday, July 2  (art exhibition) 

 
“Imagination is everything. It is the preview of life's coming 
attractions.”  
― Albert Einstein 
 

 
Embark on an adventure filled with art and social justice teachings at UUFD. Each 

Sunday we will indulge in learning about unique artists while uplifting the importance 
of interdependence, creativity and passion to help our world. We will teach children to 
approach the world with curiosity instead of judgment.  WE WELCOME ALL AGES! 

  
 
On the first Sunday, June 4, we will focus on learning about Van Gogh. The children will review his 
paintings and have a choice to use which of his art techniques to use. 
  

On the second Sunday, June 11, we will focus on Palmer Hayden, a painter from the Harlem Renais-
sance. Our young artists will learn about how Palmer depicted African- American life, landscapes and how 
he used his cultural surrounding as inspiration. Our young artists will learn to use their surroundings and 
cultural background to use as a positive expression in their life.  
  

On the third Sunday, June 18, the children will learn from a local artist. This is an exciting oppor-
tunity to meet and greet with a local artist. 
  

On the fourth Sunday, June 25 we will focus on Hannah Hoch. She is best known for her photo mon-
tage and challenging gender norms. Our children will delve into creating their own photo montage and form 
the person that will uplift true gender equality in the world we live in.  
 

On Sunday, July 3, mark your calendars for the BIG DAY! Our UU young artists will present their 
amazing art work at the Art Exhibition.  

Interim Ministry Search Team Update 
 

In January, the board appointed an interim minister search team to help UUFD advertise for and hire a ¼ 

time interim minister (who would ideally begin in August or September 2017). Based on the UUA’s recom-
mendation, we expanded the search to include candidates for a ¼ time contract ministry position. This is 

essentially a short-term minister who receives a one-year contract with the option to renew for a second 

year. The contract minister would still help to serve an interim function – guiding UUFD as we learn who 
we are and what we want to pursue without Rev. Linda and Toni. But the contract minister would not be 

required to have the same level of interim ministry training and experience, thus opening up a wider pool of 

potential applicants. The team submitted UUFD’s search materials to the UUA in April. We are working 
hard to pursue references and interviews with qualified candidates, and we hope to have a recommendation 

for the board in the next month or so.  We are committed to preserving the confidentiality of the search but 

would be glad to answer general questions. Please don’t hesitate to contact the search team: Laura Gillberg, 
Jenny Stamatakos, Clark Neher, and Beth Schewe. 

Time: 10am- 11:30 am  
Location: 158 N. Fourth Street  
Please call/text: Gladys 
Sanchez 708.710.0684  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/9810.Albert_Einstein
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Adult RE presents an Evensong Deepening Group! 
 
The Evensong series of Deepening Groups are eight session discussion groups where we can speak 
and be heard and listen and learn about ourselves and others in a safe and open setting. If you have 
not participated, these groups a great way to make some connections with others and for yourself! 
If you have participated before, don't hesitate to do so again; every group is unique thanks to the 
unique contributions of each individual! Sessions are only two hours long, once a week for eight 
weeks. Day and time to be determined by the group. Sign up by emailing or talking to Jenny Sta-
matakos at jenLandLtom@comcast.net or on the sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
As a sneak preview, the session titles for Evensong I are: 
1-Beginning Together 
2-Religious and Spiritual Experiences 
3-The Divine 
4-The Human 
5-The Messiah, the Christ, the Buddha; The Divine Made Manifest 
6-The Community 
7-Endings 
8-Ministry 


