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Sunday Services: Service 10:00 A.M. till 11:15 A.M.
Together as a religious community, we
put our liberal faith in
action, striving to
nurture our families
and our spiritual
lives, protect the
earth, eliminate poverty, and stop oppression, while offering love and hope for
all.
(UUFD mission statement
adopted May 17, 2009)
DEADLINE
The deadline for the June/
July edition of the Pathfinder is July 15, 2018.
Please note that this is the
third Sunday of the month.
Submissions are to be sent
to the church
office via email:
office@uufdekalb.org or
hard copy left in the Office
Manager’s mailbox in the
library.

June Theme: Wisdom
Wisdom seems to defy description, but we
tend to know it when we see or hear it. We are
acutely aware of the wisdom and the accompanying humility we experience in others.
Being in their presence often gives rise to the
longing to possess such wisdom for ourselves,
and we begin to search for it, always believing
wisdom lies somewhere beyond us. Poet Mark
Nepo describes his search: “I wanted to become wise, but after much travel and study, it
was during my bedridden days with cancer
that I realized I was already wise. I just didn't
know the language of my wisdom.”
June 3 – Gonna Rise Up
Rev. Jenn Gracen, Worship Leader
Sue Willis, Assistant
The 6th principle of Unitarian Universalism is
the goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all. Unitarians Universalists have a history of seeking a just world.
What have they taught us about who we are
and who we can become?
June 10 – The Power of Myth, Magic and
Fantasy in Folk Tales and Songs
Ed Miguel, Worship Leader, with folk duo
February Sky (Phil Cooper & Susan Urban)
June 17 – TBA
Kriss Olsen, Worship Leader
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Assistant
June 24 – TBA
Diane Johns, Worship Leader

Jack Lazzara, Assistant

July Theme: Liberty
The dream of liberty is both ancient and new. It
was that dreaming that eventually led a man who
stuttered, a man named Moses to say to Pharaoh,
“Let my people go!” Liberation is the act or fact
of achieving civil or equal rights for a particular
group and pursuing the social, economic, and
political opportunities that result. Securing liberty
is the never-ending work to expand and protect
freedom.
July 1 – TBA
Diane Johns, Worship Leader
Ed Miguel, Assistant
July 8 – Whose Liberty?
Sue Willis, Worship Leader
Madeline DiNatale, Assistant
July 15 – The World Turned Upside Down
Rev. Jenn, Worship Leader
Vanstrom Dracul, Assistant
Unitarian ideas and beliefs were part of the formation of this country. The founders of the United
States were challenged to form a nation that was
not ruled by a monarch, while still working to
find a way to create community with one another.
What lessons do they have to offer us today?
July 22 – Singing the Body Electric
Donna Veeneman, Worship Leader
Guest Speaker Sven Oscar Hansen
The service will include inspiration from the transcendentalist period with a live recitation of some
of Whitman's most inspiring poetry, and a special
meditation with a sound healing experience.
July 29 – The Illusion Called Freedom
Jack Lazzara, Worship Leader
Kriss Olsen, Assistant

CONTACTS:
INTERIM MINISTER: Rev. Jennifer Gracen (minister@uufdekalb.org, 815-408-1079 )
OFFICE MANAGER: Beth Schewe
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Bonnie Anderson
PRESIDENT: Jack Lazzara
TREASURER: Kristina Olsen
Office Manager Office Hours: Wed 9 - 2 and Fri 10 - 3
Church Office phone number: 815-756-7089
email: office@uufdekalb.org
Web site: uufdekalb.org
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Gray Areas: Thoughts from the Minister
ronmental justice and help protect the health and
safety of the people and the planet?

Every year the Unitarian Universalist Association holds a General Assembly (GA) that
If you are interested in studying this or in
everyone with an interest in Unitarian Universal- organizing a group to study it, there is more inism is welcome to attend. Several things happen formation on the UUA website or you can ask
at GA. There are workshops that educate people me.
in a variety of areas from issues of white supremacy to tips on how to be a great congregational
president. There are excellent worship services
In Faith,
attended by several hundred to a couple of thousand people. At General Assembly, delegates appointed by their congregation participate in the
work of the association during business meetings.
Changes to the by-laws, instructions to the
board, actions of immediate witness and congregational study action issues are all things that
might be voted on by the delegates at General
Assembly. A congregational study action issue is
a topic voted on by the assembly, which encourages the congregations of the association to engage in thoughtful study. There are typically two
topics being studied at one time. The current topic we are studying is the “Corruption of Our Democracy.” Here is the issue information: As corporations use “corporate personhood” and
“money as speech” for their interests rather than
the people’s needs, can a constitutional amendment be passed to protect us? Could this further
Unitarian Universalist work for social and envi-

Rev Jennifer Gracen

UUFD Staff News
Rev. Jenn’s schedule for June and July:
 In June Rev. Jenn will be here June 2-3.
 In July she’ll be here July 15-16.
 Rev. Jenn encourages you to reach out to her if you’d like to meet or talk by phone. Her phone number is
815-408-1079.



Office manager Beth Schewe’s hours are Wed 9 - 2 and Fri 10 - 3.
The church office will be closed on Friday, June 29, Wednesday, July 25,and Friday, July 27.
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Mark Your Calendar For These UUFD Events
June
June 1 – Restorative Meditation 5:30 p.m. (Every Friday)
June 2 – Leadership Council Meeting 10:30 a.m. – noon
June 3 – Buddhist Study Group and Meditation 11:45 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. (1st and 3rd Sundays of each month)
June 3 – UUFD Board Meeting noon
June 5 – Welcoming Western Counties Meeting 7 – 8 p.m. (1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month)
June 6 – Yoga with Ed Miguel 5:15 p.m. (Every Wednesday)
June 10 – Social Justice Meeting 11:30 a.m.
June 10 – Wiccan Study Group canceled
June 10 – Ordinary Folk Musical Gathering 2 – 3:30 p.m. (2nd and 4th Sundays of each month)
June 19 – Hope Haven Meal 6:30 p.m.
June 20-24 – Unitarian Universalist General Assembly in Kansas City
June 24 – Wiccan Study Group noon (2nd and 4th Sundays of each month)
June 30 – UUFD Welcome Essentials Pantry 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
July
July 15 – UUFD Board Meeting 1 p.m.
July 17 – Hope Haven Meal 6:30 p.m.
July 28 – UUFD Welcome Essentials Pantry 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

June 10 Worship with Special Guests “February Sky”
February Sky (Phil Cooper & Susan Urban) is a folk duo who specializes in presenting music-based services
at various UU churches and fellowships as they travel with their music. Susan started presenting this type of
service at 2nd Unitarian Church in Chicago in the 1980s. She began presenting services for other UU churches in 1998. Phil joined Susan occasionally for these services, mostly as a backup musician. When they became a duo in 2007, he began working with Susan in creating services and started taking a more active role in
presentation as well. In 2013, Phil and Susan moved to the Upper Peninsula of Michigan and became full
time musicians and UU service presenters. They have produced five CDs of original and traditional music.
See their website for more information: www.februarysky.com
Worship Theme: The Power of Myth, Magic and Fantasy in Folk Tales and Songs
Since before the dawn of recorded history, human beings
have shared and passed on stories and songs containing
elements of myth, magic and fantasy. There seems to be
a deeply ingrained human need for these stories, as witness the continuing popularity of the Lord of the Rings
and Harry Potter stories with children and adults
alike. We will explore the power of this type of tale in
folk tales and songs, both ancient and modern.
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JOYS & SORROWS
We wish safe journeys for all those who are traveling this season.

Our thoughts remain with all who are struggling with illness and loss at this time.
Do you have a joy, sorrow, or milestone to share with the congregation? Contact Beth in the church office and we will
share it in the eNews and Pathfinder.

“45 ers” — Three couples at UUFD are celebrating their 45th wedding anniversaries this year! Dave & Terri

Diaz (Feb.), Lon & Kathy Clark (April) and Steve & Donna Veeneman (July). We would like to invite everyone from church to join us for a very special coffee hour on June 10th, following the worship service. Come
and help us celebrate as we offer cakes and light snacks to all our friends.
Anyone else who has been married for 45 years or more, speak up, be acknowledged and join the party! Please call or email Donna Veeneman and you will be included. (815) 784-2509 or dmvov@yahoo.com
Hoping to hear from some of the "old-timers!"

UUFD to Co-Sponsor 2018 Sondra King Memorial Crop Walk to End Hunger
Since the end of World War II, Church World Services has been involved with hunger relief and development
work to end hunger in the U.S. and around the world. For many years, UUFD has participated in the annual
Sondra King Memorial Crop Walk to End Hunger. In just the past 10 years the annual walk has raised over
$250,000. Of the total amount raised, over $60,000 has served to support the work of Voluntary Action Center
Meals on Wheels, Hope Haven, Safe Passage, and area food pantries. The annual Crop Walk is the only fundraising event that helps address food insecurity here for our neighbors.
This year the Walk will be held on Sunday October 14th at 3 p.m. The walk will start from the First Congregational Church on North 1st Street. UUFD is co-sponsoring the walk this year with the First Congregational
Church. The UUFD Social Justice Committee is taking the lead; however, we need the help and support of our
entire UUFD community.
20% of our children in DeKalb County struggle with food insecurity. In our DeKalb Schools, 50 to 60% of students struggle with not knowing when their next meal will come. Together we can make a difference.
If you would like to get involved, please let us know! Don't think, “Someone else has more time.” Don't think,
“Oh someone else will do it.” Don't think, “It will not make a difference if I am there or not.” You are the difference. You are the one we need. You are the change we have been waiting for.
For more information, or with questions contact Dan Kenney or Maylan Dunn-Kenney (815-7930950, dkenney53@hotmail.com).
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A Message from Pastoral Care
The Pastoral Care Committee (aka Congregational Support and Development) wants to thank everyone
who has contributed this spring to our greeter and coffee hour duties on Sunday mornings. These two volunteer opportunities are so essential to a smooth running service on Sundays. They are truly our ministry in
action.
Thanks to our greeters Virginia Wilcox, Mary VonZellen, Carey Boehmer, Sharon Blake, Donna
Veeneman, Adriana Aumann-Weyenberg, Eric Weyenberg, Beau Anderson, and Cathy Schneider. It
should be noted that many of these fine folks served more than one Sunday to welcome people and keep
things running smoothly! Thank them when you see them! Let me know if I missed you!
Our coffee hour hosts not only bring you delicious food every week, but they make coffee, greet you as
you go through the line and clean up after it's all over. What would Sunday mornings be without our coffee
hours?? Thanks go to Shane Diebel and Nicole Berns, Kim Myers, Kathy Clark, Chris Miguel, Dawn Aumann and Eric Weyenberg, Dave and Teri Diaz, Cathy Schneider and Sharon Blake. Again, many of these
kind people contributed more than one time, so say thanks to them for all their hard work when you see
them! Sorry if I missed anyone....let me know if I did!
How can you help if you have never done it before? Please contact me and I can get you all set up. I am
assisting some people this summer to show them the ropes and I would be happy to do the same for any of
you who want to take a turn at this important Sunday volunteer opportunity! Many hands make light work,
so get involved today!
— Sharon Blake (sblake202@gmail.com or call or text 815-757-2444)

As the Wheel Turns
Wow! Just when you get used to the longer days along comes June 21, the Summer Solstice, and they get
shorter again. The loss of sun won’t be noticeable at first, but it will start. It is a time of re-dedication,
time to gather herbs, place a cauldron ringed with flowers on the Altar and pay special attention to our animals. They know as well as we that the time is changing. It is the time most folks plan their summer vacations and the public pools open. Enjoy the outdoors while you can. Have a picnic, see a ball game or just
lay out in the warm sun. In Rome, the Goddess Juno Luna was celebrated for blessing women with the gift
of menstruation. So the month was named for her. It is also a popular month for weddings.
A common magickal practice on the solstice is to wrap your broom in flowers and bells the sweep your
house from top to bottom while chanting:
“Sweeping, sweeping ‘round the room, Blessings from this
cleansing broom,
From floor to ceiling and all between, May this space be fresh
and clean.
Sweeping good energy here to me, As I will, so it shall be.”
BLESSED BE!
— Jack Lazzara, UUFD Pagan Study Group
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Music at UUFD
The choir has finished their season, and a lovely season it was! We look forward to our next year together beginning August 26.
Summer at UUFD will feature some wonderful local talents, both vocally and instrumentally. We start off with
a duo Rev. Jenn brought to our attention - February Sky - leading our service June 10. You can see their website at www.februarysky.com
During the summer I plan to play some light piano classics for our Preludes. I will continue the practice of notso-familiar hymns during offering and postlude. The hymn numbers will be included in the bulletins for you to
follow (or sing!) along if you wish.

Again, if there is something you wish from me, please talk to me or send me a message
at bonnie804@gmail.com
At your service,
– Bonnie Anderson, Music Director

Oceti Sakowin and Beyond at General Assembly 2018 (A Message from the MidAmerica Region)
The Oceti Sakowin Camp and water protectors convergence at Standing Rock was a historic, transformative space
that drew thousands of people from across the world together for protecting water, indigenous sovereignty, and the
sacredness of Mother Earth from the Dakota Access Pipeline and the ongoing devastation caused by continued fossil
fuel extraction and repression of Indigenous peoples.
Unitarian Universalists were among those who mobilized and were transformed by the experiences and relationships
formed—especially the UU Fellowship and Church of Bismarck-Mandan, the only church in Bismarck that joined
the water protectors. One continued blessing to our faith community that came into being through these experiences
at Oceti Sakowin was an invitation to be in ongoing relationship and collaboration with the Indigenous-led InterNātional Initiative for Transformative Collaboration (INITC), and Stories and Songs of the People.
Yet another blessing is that members of these collectives have accepted our invitation for them to join us and speak at
the UUA General Assembly in Kansas City, June 2018. Six Indigenous elders, friends, and relatives with the InterNātional Initiative for Transformative
Collaboration (INITC) & Stories and
Songs for the People will be joining our
UU faith convergence in Kansas City and
presenting a workshop on Saturday, June
23rd.

Unitarian Universalist Ministry for Earth
is raising money to help the INITC and
Stories & Songs of the People to comfortably attend the full General Assembly.
You can find full details and make a donation at https://faithify.org/projects/oceti
-sakowin-beyond-at-general-assembly2018/. For more information about UU
Ministry for Earth, visithttps://
www.uumfe.org/.
Photo witnessed by Wil Sterner
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Appreciation for Hope Haven Meal Providers
Many people stepped up during the last two months to provide meals for the Hope Haven emergency shelter. In April, Laurie Avalon, Beth Schewe, Danica Lovings, and Maylan Dunn-Kenney provided roast pork
loin. (Thanks to Beth for finding a great deal on pork loin.) Diane Johns and Sarah Thompson provided potatoes. Bonnie Anderson and Shane Diebel and Nicole Berns brought vegetables. Sharon Blake and Sheryl
Nak provided dessert. Laura Gillberg and Sheryl Marshall brought fresh fruit. Virginia Wilcox brought
bread and milk. In May, it was a Tex-Mex themed meal, with enchilada casseroles provided by Mary Von
Zellen, Bonnie Anderson, and Laura Gillberg. Spanish Rice was contributed by Sharon Blake and Sheryl
Nak. Maylan Dunn-Kenney and Diane Johns brought green salad. Maylan provided dessert and fresh fruit.
Virginia Wilcox provided bread and milk. Thank you for your service to the neediest in our community.

Book Talk
The UUFD library was built on donations. I do not know when it officially got underway, but has
been maintained well over the many years in existence, and it continues to evolve. Additional books for
consideration of placement in the library, while small in number, arrive on a regular basis. They are simply
placed in the library on shelves to the right of the card files used for checking out books. In addition, I occasionally single out books to add to the library from the book sale donations which are part of certain fundraising events. If a book seems to fit in well with the library collection, they are stamped and cards are prepared for tracking and checking out the book. Here are some recent additions with the shelf location.







Norma Levine, A Y earbook of Buddhist W isdom, 1996, location: Buddhism
The Dalai Lama, A n Open Heart: Practicing Compassion in Everyday Life, 2001, location: Buddhism
Dharma Family Treasures: Sharing Mindfulness with Children, 1994, location: Buddhism
Robert Pollock, W orld Religions: Beliefs and Traditions from A round the Globe, 2008, location: Religions
Gilbert Murray, Humanist Essays, 1964, location: temporarily in Inspiration*
Lloyd and Mary Morian, Humanism A s the Next Step, 1998, location: temporarily in Inspiration*
*The temporary location is because there is no subject heading for books on Philosophy which is a
surprise and where these books belong. I hope to rectify this soon and relocate other books that fall
into this category. This is to say that the two books above in the Inspiration subject category will
hopefully soon be placed with other books in a new Philosophy subject category.

Aside from the above, I wanted to recognize four persons who helped cull the book sale collection
by removing items no longer worthy of retention. Books reach a point where they are far less likely to sell
due to condition and other aging factors. So, thanks to Carey Boehmer, Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Susan Dorbeck, and Bonnie Anderson. Now the building up of the book sale collection starts over. The book sale is
again looking for donations. Having a regular turnover of books allows the book sale to add titles new to
the collection which, in turn, encourages book seekers to come back. If you’re looking to cull your book
collection or just have a few books to give, these would be appreciated. Donations can be dropped off anytime the church is open. Books can be placed in the library, or if occupied in the office. If I can offer any
assistance in helping you with questions of other, please let me know.
— Beau Anderson, Librarian and Archivist

A PUBLICATION OF THE UNITARIAN
UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF DEKALB

The search has begun for a new Director of Religious Education! We need someone creative, compassionate, enthusiastic, and organized. Please spread the word! More information is available on UUFD's
website at uufdekalb.org/jobs.

Are you interested in adult small discussion groups? We ar e doing an infor mal sur vey of the congr egation to find out what topics and schedules would most interest people. Please take a few minutes to answer just a few brief questions on the UUFD website at uufdekalb.org/smallgroupsurvey, or pick up a hard
copy on the greeter table on Sunday.

The worship theme for June is Wisdom; for July the theme is Liberty.
The worship leaders will use these themes to guide their services throughout the month. We encourage you
to take a look at the Touchstones Journal on our website at uufdekalb.org/touchstones (or pick up a copy at
the table by the magazine rack) and hope it will lead to deeper discussions!

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of DeKalb
158 North Fourth St.
DeKalb, IL 60115

