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Sunday Services: Service 10:00 A.M. till 11:15 A.M.
Together as a religious community, we
put our liberal faith in
action, striving to
nurture our families
and our spiritual
lives, protect the
earth, eliminate poverty, and stop oppression, while offering love and hope for
all.
(UUFD mission statement
adopted May 17, 2009)
DEADLINE
The deadline for the February/March edition of the
Pathfinder is January 21,
2018. Please note that this is
the third Sunday of the
month. Submissions are to
be sent to the church
office via email:
office@uufdekalb.org or
hard copy left in the Office
Manager’s mailbox in the

December 23 – Blue
Christmas Service
Rev. Jenn Gracen,
Worship Leader
Do you struggle with the
Christmas holiday? Has
this been a particularly
hard year? Do you need
to remember someone you
have lost over the last
year? Join us for this informal Blue Christmas
Service at 6:30pm.

December Theme: Hope
When hopeful, we invest in the Common
Good, believing the results will be worthwhile. Our circle of concern extends to include the “Other.” When fearful, our circle of
concern shrinks. We abandon the Common
Good, and in so doing, imperil the future.
The Common Good hangs in the balance in
the struggle between hope and fear. Hope
undergirds what William James called a
“civic temper,” which helps us transcend the
drive for individual survival to focus on the
Common Good and meaningful community.

January Theme: Justice
The struggle for justice is a core commitment of Unitarian Universalism, one affirmed in our second principle, “justice, equity, and compassion in human relations,”
and our second source, “words and deeds of
prophetic women and men which challenge
us to confront powers and structures of evil
with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of love.” The bending of the moral arc toward justice is the work that lies
before us, and all hands and hearts are required.

December 3 – Getting Ready for Christmas
Maylan Dunn-Kenny, Worship Leader
Kristina Olsen, Assistant
December 10 – Hope Springs Eternal
Ed Miguel, Worship Leader
Diane Johns, Assistant
December 17 – TBA
Forrest Brandon, Worship Leader
Ed Miguel, Assistant
December 24 – Christmas Eve Service
Rev. Jenn Gracen, Worship Leader
Forrest Brandon, Assistant
Join us for a celebration of Christmas Eve
and the power of hope.
December 31 – Your One Wild & Precious
Life
Dave Becker, Worship Leader
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Assistant

January 7 – Just Religion
Rev. Jenn Gracen, Worship Leader
Kristina Olsen, Assistant
Does Unitarian Universalism call us to work
for justice in the world?
January 14 – TBA
Forrest Brandon, Worship Leader
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Assistant
January 21 – Charity and Justice
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Worship LeaderSusan Dorbeck, Assistant
January 28 – With Liberty and Justice for
All
Sue Willis, Worship Leader
Diane Johns, Assistant

CONTACTS:
INTERIM MINISTER: Rev. Jennifer Gracen (minister@uufdekalb.org, 815-408-1079 )
OFFICE MANAGER: Beth Schewe
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Bonnie Anderson
PRESIDENT: Jack Lazzara
TREASURER: Kristina Olsen
Office Manager Office Hours: Wed 9 - 2 and Fri 10 - 3
Church Office phone number: 815-756-7089
email: office@uufdekalb.org
Web site: uufdekalb.org

In case of an emergency, call Rev. Gracen, the Board President Jack Lazzara, or the President Elect
Laura Gillberg.
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Gray Areas: Thoughts from the Minister
We are in a time of waiting, a time of hope.
Many traditions recognize this time of year, the time
when the nights are getting longer and the world grows
cold, as a time to pause and hope for a future that will
be different and brighter. The Christian season of Advent starts on December 3rd. The Advent season encourages a focus on the hope that comes with waiting
for the arrival of something special, of a child who will
transform the world. Hope is radical, hope is dangerous,
hope gives us the tools to keep trying, to change the
world. Hope brings us through the dark days of our
lives, individually and as a community. Hope can stop
a war, if only for a moment (curious? Make sure you
come to Christmas Eve). The birth of a child is the birth
of hope. The story of Jesus is the story of a child born
in the humblest of beginnings, a child born in a manger
who grows up to bring hope for justice to a hurting
world. In the month of December, we are exploring together what it means to live lives of hope.
Hope allows us to move forward, to move into a
world of justice (our theme for January). Unitarian Universalism has been powerfully influenced by our response to the call to work towards greater justice in the
world. Our principles connect us to this call. But what
does justice look like? What is our responsibility, as
individuals and as a faith tradition, in creating a world
of increased justice? An article in the most recent UU
World, titled “Do you have to be an activist to be a Unitarian Universalist?,” explores this and other ideas related to our call to action in these times. Check it out.

And if you’d like to talk about how this applies in your
life of faith, let me know. I look forward to seeing you
soon.
In Faith,

Rev Jennifer Gracen
P.S. Virginia and I thought carefully about what name we
want for our family. Eventually, Gracen entered our list of
possibilities. In many ways, it was perfect: Gracen has
elements of both of our names (Gray/Dicken). Gracen also
reminded us of grace, something we hope to remember in
our lives and increase in the world. Gracen is the name we
choose to unite our family. But of course, you can still call
me Rev. Jenn.

UUFD Staff News
UUFD Seeking Childcare Providers – please share!
UUFD is seeking two childcare providers to care for children from infancy to 4 years of age during Sunday morning
services, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Applicants should be at least 15 years old.
For more information visit uufdekalb.org or contact Beth in the church office.
Rev. Jenn’s schedule for December and January:
 Rev. Jenn will be here in DeKalb two weekends (either Saturday-Sunday or Sunday-Monday) each month.
 In December, she’ll be in town December 3-4 and December 23-24, and she’ll be leading worship on December 24.
 In January, she’ll be in town January 7-8 and January 20-21, and she’ll lead worship on January 7.
 Rev. Jenn encourages you to reach out to her if you’d like to meet or talk by phone. Her phone number is


Office manager Beth Schewe’s hours are Wed 9 - 2 and Fri 10 - 3.
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Mark Your Calendar For These UUFD Events
December
December 1 – Restorative Meditation 5:30 p.m. (Fridays)
December 3 – Hanging of the Greens and Cookie Exchange 11:30 a.m.
December 3 – Buddhist Study Group and Meditation 11:45 – 1:15 (1st and 3rd Sundays of each month)
December 3 – Religious Education Field Trip 11:45 a.m.
December 3 – Worship Associate Meeting 12:30 – 2 p.m.
December 4 – UUFD Board Meeting 6 p.m.
December 5 – Welcoming Western Counties Meeting 7 – 8 p.m. (1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month)
December 6 – Yoga with Ed Miguel 5:15 and 7 p.m. (Wednesdays)
December 9 – Winter Farmers’ Market with Craft and Book Sale 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
December 10 – Wiccan Study Group noon (2nd and 4th Sundays of each month)
December 10 – Humanist Discussion Group noon (2nd and 4th Sundays of each month)
December 10 – Ordinary Folk Musical Gathering 2 – 3:30 p.m. (2nd and 4th Sundays of each month)
December 13 – Stitch and Witch 7:30 – 9 p.m.
December 17 – Choir Party 6 p.m.
December 19 – Hope Haven Meal 6:30 p.m.
December 23 – Blue Christmas Service 6:30 p.m.
December 27 – Yoga with Ed Miguel canceled
December 30 – Welcome Essentials Pantry 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
January
January 8 – UUFD Board Meeting 6 p.m.
January 10 – Stitch and Witch 7:30 – 9 p.m.
January 16 – Hope Haven Meal 6:30 p.m.

A Hearty Thanks for Hope Haven Meals
Thanks so much for those who helped prepare meals for the Hope Haven emergency shelter in October and
November. In October, it was Chili-Mac, with Ed and Chris Miguel, Beth Schewe, Laura Gilberg, and Sheryl
Marshall providing pots of chili, Kim Myers and Florence Gerlach bring macaroni, and Maylan and Dan Kenney bringing grated cheese. Sharon Blake prepared a large cole slaw to go with it and Bonnie Anderson make
two large cakes (with sprinkles!). Roberto Merwin contributed a large bag of assorted fresh fruit and Virginia
Wilcox brought in four gallons of milk and four loaves of bread.

November was lasagna. Laurie Avalon, Ashley Ford, and Mary Von Zellen baked the lasagna. Sharon Blake
brought garlic bread sticks. Diane Johns and Emily Witherell contributed green salads, while Danica Lovings
made two delicious cakes. Bonnie Anderson brought bags of “cuties,” and Virginia Wilcox again provided the
bread and milk.
In December we’ll be doing oven-fried chicken and in January we’ll make meatloaf. Thanks to all who are
sharing in this ministry.
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JOYS & SORROWS
Thank you to all who helped out at the UUFD Welcome Essentials Pantry in October and November.
Thanks especially to Bonnie Anderson, Howard Solomon, Laura Heideman, Lynn Fisher McCanne, and
Kathy Schewe. Thanks, as well, to Dr. Pham and Family Dental of Sycamore for their ongoing donations
of toothbrushes, toothpaste, and dental floss.
Our thoughts remain with Cory Parham as she continues to recover from her recent car accident. If you
would like to help Cory with rides or meals, please contact Beth in the church office.
Our thoughts are also with Sharon Blake as she prepares for a biopsy in early December.
A note from Kriss Olsen and Ed Wilcox: Do you have any pictures that you took at our wedding that you
haven’t share with us yet? We would love to see them. Please email them to nuriel42@yahoo.com or share
them with us on Facebook.

As The Wheel Turns – Jack Lazzara
It is December. Almost every religion has planted their flag on this darkest day of the year. The most familiar
to me are Hanukkah and Jesus’s birthday.
On the Pagan Wheel of the Year it is Yule, the Winter Solstice. The exact date is between Dec. 20 and Dec.
23, depending upon the alignment of the Sun. It is the longest night of the year. Pagans gather to celebrate the
passing of the Holly King and the coming of the Oak King. A Yule Log will be put in the fire place and decorated with greenery or sometimes with just three candles. A pine tree will be brought inside and decorated as a
celebration of life. The house, inside and out, will be adorned with holly, pine tree boughs and wreathes.
In early times children would go door to door delivering baskets of apples and oranges wrapped in evergreen
boughs, wheat stalks and dusted with flour. This represented the returning of the Sun. Today this has become
a mutual gift exchange. From the Italians comes the tradition of hanging stockings and filling them with small
treats.

It is that time of year when Persephone is dwelling in the underworld with her lover, Hades, and needs to be
reminded to return to the surface world before we all freeze to death. More on this story come spring. It is the
day of remembering Hekate, Goddess of the night and Bridget, daughter of Dagda, who gave blacksmiths the
art of fire tending. (A useful art considering the weather in Europe this time of year.) Let’s not forget Kriss
Kringle, the Germanic Pagan God of Yule. Magickally it is the time
to cast spells of peace, love and happiness. In closing, let us remember
the Atheists to whom it is just a time of cold weather, snow blowers
and snuffy noses. BLESSED BE.
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Music at UUFD
Aren’t we lucky to have such talented people in our congregation!? In October and November we heard music
from Bill Lamb, and from Gabriel and Ashley Ford, and Ordinary Folk. Mary Von Zellen has shared her talent
on the piano with prelude music and promises to do that again. The choir performed exceptionally well during
the services they were featured. We also enjoyed some amazing impromptu singing from Elisa Woodruff during Postlude on October 29.
A lot will be happening with music in December and January. December 3, I will bring my new Native Flute.
On December 10, we are lucky to have Gretchen Sigwart and her harp. December 17, during sermon time, I
will work with Ashley Ford and the children to learn the song the children will share with us Christmas Eve.

The Worship Associates have chosen a new chalice hymn. We will be doing Hymn 374 sung to Hymn 372
tune. Sweet and simple, this should be easy to memorize.
I will continue playing songs from our hymnals for the Offering and Postlude. Beth will be including the
hymn numbers in the bulletin if you wish to see what is being played. (Sing along if you wish!)
CHOIR Her e is the December /J anuar y schedule. Should ther e be changes, I will notify you by email
and text message.
December 2 Choir sings at DeKalb Area Women’s Center (12 noon)
December 3 Rehearsal “Listen to the Voices” anthem
December 10 Rehearsal NO Anthem in service
December 17 Rehearsal “Rock of Ages” anthem
December 17 CHOIR PARTY 6 p.m. (Potluck and
White elephant exchange at UUFD)

If you have requests, comments, or suggestions, I am available.

Bonnie Anderson

January 7 Female quartet practices 9:30
January 14 Female quartet “The Rose”
January 21 Rehearsal anthem TBA
January 28 Rehearsal anthem TBA
1st look at Festival music!
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Book Talk

Beau Anderson, Librarian and Archivist
This Book Talk article will stray from discussion of books and instead focus on a related activity, the
UUFD archives. Libraries and archives are closely related. In short, the archives tell the UUFD story.
Archives are mostly paper archives, sometimes transferred to microfilm or microfiche. However, computer technology is changing this and a lot of archives are now online. Most of the UUFD archives are
on paper and kept in a file cabinet.
Most UUFD archives are located in large binder notebooks each covering a decade beginning in 1960.
The amount of archived material varies greatly from one period to the next. Each notebook is divided
into five broad categories: 1) special events—photos, newspaper clippings, and awards, 2) special bulletins, programs and other, 3) important correspondence, 4) bylaws, congregational meetings, budgets, and
membership lists, and 5) miscellaneous. This arrangement was created and maintained for years by Rev.
Linda and appears to be the first real effort at establishing an organized archive. Archives are also retained in small binder notebooks, and includes, for example, material related to the purchase of the current building and the notebooks of previous board minutes. Additional archives are kept in the church
office, namely copies of Sunday bulletins and the Pathfinder newsletters. Long term retention of the
weekly UUFD e-news and other online communication presents a virtual challenge, and a solution for
retention or these records will eventually have to be found.
While archive records are generally considered public records, they need to be overseen and handled with
care. Paper gradually loses its flexibility and pages can become brittle. Material may not always be put
back in the same place. The mishandling of archives can disrupt the arrangement, and an item out of
place will be virtually lost to others having interest in this material. If any UUFD member has items relating to the church and would be willing to donate these, as archivist I would gladly evaluate these.
Items include generally entail older material that fit into one of the five categories above. If you’re not
sure if an item is worth keeping, I can assist.
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A Beautiful Life
by Maylan Dunn-Kenney, UUFD Worship Associate
Enjoying a beautiful life in this world is a complicated thing. There is so much hardship, pain, and suffering. Everything gets dirty.
Everything decays. Sometimes we can’t help wondering what kind of life in this world could be truly beautiful.
In The Tibetan Book of Living and Dying, Rimpoche wrote: “life is nothing but a continuing dance of birth and death, a dance of
change. Every time I hear the rush of a mountain stream, or the waves crashing on the shore, or my own heartbeat, I hear the sound
of impermanence. These changes, these small deaths, are our living links with death. They are death’s pulse, death’s heartbeat,
prompting us to let go of all the things we cling to.”
As Rimpoche reminds us, it is a consolation that despite the constant presence of death and decay, the universe does sometimes
dazzle us with its beauty. A mountain stream, ocean waves, our own heartbeats in the hour of stillness, these things are BOTH
impermanent AND beautiful. Our lives are full of beauty AND full of sorrow, heartbreak, pain, and anxiety.
The beloved humor columnist, Erma Bombeck, once said, “There is a thin line that separates laughter and pain, comedy and tragedy, humor and hurt.” We can’t slice out the pain without slicing away at the joy as well. We have to open ourselves to all of life,
even if we can’t face it all at once. We may have to take it an hour at a time, or even moment to moment. After all, it’s not a matter
of finding the beauty and hanging onto it. That won’t work because things keep changing. Being able to open ourselves to all of
life means having a way to deal with constant change and a way to think about the passage of time.
Thinking of life as a circle or cycle is one way of living in time. It is similar to the dominant time concept shared by most ancient
and indigenous cultures, a belief that the universe is in constant motion, always changing in the somewhat predictable patterns of
days, seasons, and generations. This is in contrast to the dominant concept of time in western culture, which is linear time. One
way to think of the difference is this: In circular time, we might see ourselves in the center of all the events and people of our lives
at once, living each moment in the presence of our whole lives. In linear time, we see ourselves on a journey, with the past behind
us and the future ahead.
Of course, in all cultures birth and death are recognized as the beginning and ending of a life. In all cultures, daily and seasonal
rituals mark circular patterns in time. And culture itself is dynamic and changing. However, in a particular cultural moment, either
circular or linear time concepts tend to dominate people’s social interactions.
The dominant concept in the U.S. at the moment is most certainly linear time. Living in linear time, for example, is easier with a
clock and a planner. Linear time is scarce because it never comes around again. Punctuality is a sign of respect for others’ time.
We say, “Time is money.” Linear time requires us to “plan ahead” and “move on.” Things either “run their course” or “get somewhere.” In linear time, we also have the hope of progress. We are able to see the “arc of time” and can work to change the future
because it has not occurred yet.
In circular time, by contrast, memory and prophecy are intermingled. What goes around comes around. We may wait until the time
is right. In some cultures, the cosmos is a great wheel turning and we may step on and off of that wheel in multiple incarnations.
All life is entwined. Time is abundant because we are immersed in it. It is simply our task to be in harmony with it.
Both views are ways of coping with living a time-bound existence. Being bound by time is something that we humans are very
aware of. Think of all the literature that grapples with time: There are so many science fiction stories about time travel that it has
its own sub-genre. There are classic stories of people finding themselves out of time such as Rip V an W inkle waking up from a
twenty year nap. And there are stories that make us think about time and death in a different way, such as vampire stories and
Tuck Everlasting, in which people attain eternal life on earth and find it more a curse than a blessing. Most of these stories help
us see that impermanence is not necessarily so terrible when we consider the alternatives. It is trying to stop time that causes us to
suffer. Instead of trying to stop or control time, we can realize that our lives are gifts that we have no way of controlling but can
only appreciate.
Think for a moment of how a gift is different from a commodity, an item purchased with our so-called hard earned money. Robin
Wall Kimmerer, in Braiding Sweetgrass, wrote, “A gift comes to you through no action of your own, free, having moved toward
you without your beckoning. It is not a reward; you cannot earn it, or call it to you, or even deserve it. And yet it appears. Your
only role is to be open-eyed and present. Gifts exist in a realm of humility and mystery—as with random acts of kindness, we do
not know their source.”
If we are suffering from our losses, pushing against time, relief is not so much a matter of whether we think of life as a circle or a
journey. Maybe we should ask ourselves if we feel we have to earn our way and deserve what we get, or if we can open our eyes to
our lives and receive its gifts. Sometimes it is the slightest change in perception that makes the difference. In the words of a song
by Susan Werner,
“May I suggest
May I suggest to you
May I suggest this is the best part of your life
May I suggest
This time is blessed for you
This time is blessed and shining almost blinding bright
Just turn your head
And you'll begin to see
The thousand reasons that were just beyond your sight
The reasons why
Why I suggest to you
Why I suggest this is the best part of your life”
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The special collection recipient for the month of December is UUFD’s own Welcome Essentials Pantry.
The first Sunday of the month, all cash and any checks with WE Pantry in the memo will go towards the special
collection. For the remainder of the month, 10% of cash and any checks with WE Pantry in the memo will go
towards the special collection.
We thank you for donating generously during this time. To volunteer, please contact Beth in the church office or
at beth.schewe@gmail.com.
To review the past year:
 Since 2014, the UUFD Welcome Essentials Pantry has helped to fill a gap in our community by providing
non-food household essentials, such as toiletries, paper products, diapers, and cleaning supplies to families
in need.
 We welcome all and do not require any identification.
 The Pantry is open the last Saturday of every month , now from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
 We served 35 to 55 families each month in 2017, with about 15 new families each month.
 In 2017, we spent approximately $ 3,300 buying items for the Pantry. The money we used was donated by
you — UUFD members and friends — as well as members of the community and Bread and Roses DeKalb
area women’s choir.
 We also received donations, including hundreds of toothbrushes given by Family Dental of Sycamore.
 Every penny we receive for the Pantry goes to purchase items to distribute because UUFD donates office
supplies, printing, etc., and volunteers donate their time for all of the work needed.
 Thank you again for all you do to keep the WE Pantry going strong.

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of DeKalb
158 North Fourth St.
DeKalb, IL 60115

