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Sunday Services: Service 10:00 A.M. till 11:15 A.M.
Together as a religious community, we
put our liberal faith in
action, striving to
nurture our families
and our spiritual
lives, protect the
earth, eliminate poverty, and stop oppression, while offering love and hope for
all.
(UUFD mission statement
adopted May 17, 2009)
DEADLINE
The deadline for the December/January edition of
the Pathfinder is November
17. Please note that this is
the third Sunday of the
month. Submissions are to
be sent to the church
office via email:
office@uufdekalb.org or
hard copy left in the Office
Manager’s mailbox in the
library.

Dec 24 – Christmas Eve
Vespers at 2 p.m.
Yes, We Will Harbor You
Rev. Harden, choir, and
others
- A service of light, music,
and joy. UUFD Choir will
sing with us and perform.

December Theme: Compassion
Compassion is a significant part of our second
principal. Compassion comes from two Latin
roots: com meaning “together” and pati meaning
“to suffer.” It is part of a continuum that begins
with sympathy—feeling pity for—and moves to
empathy—feeling with. We are born with a disposition toward compassion, but it is a disposition that must be cultivated and deepened.
Dec 1 – The Monk and The Scorpion
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Worship Leader
Dec 8 – Sanctuary
Rev. Allen, Worship Leader
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Assistant
I care about providing places of safety and comfort, for the migrant and visitor or for anyone in
need. We will discuss public sanctuary, and the
ways that we as a congregation might create
safe spaces. I will then turn attention to personal
sanctuary, to ways that we can help ourselves to
find comfort, connection, and completeness. My
belief is that this personal work is what will enable us to serve others as well.
Dec 15 – Honoring Our Pain for Our World
Dave Becker, Worship Leader
Dorothy Coleman, Assistant
Dec 22 – Prince Lindworm, A Tale of Compassion and Renewal
Ron Allison, Guest Speaker
Ed Miguel, Worship Leader
Dec 29 – Compassion: Easier Said than Done
Ed Miguel, Worship Leader

January Theme: Authority &
Leadership

We do not have a creed that serves
as the authority for belief and action. Rather, in our liberal tradition,
authority draws on experience and
is informed by reason. Our authority is further informed by our
principles and sources. Authority
informs leadership—not power
over, but power with. Leadership is
both to act and be acted upon, to be
formed and moved by, and to suffer
with those led.
Jan 5 – Who’s in Charge Here?
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Worship
Leader
Jan 12 –
Rev. Allen, Worship Leader
Jan 19 –

Jan 26 –
Dorothy Coleman, Worship Leader

CONTACTS:
MINISTER: Rev. Allen Harden (awhinchicago@gmail.com or 773-288-2394)
OFFICE MANAGER: Kathryn Jones
PRESIDENT: Jenny Stamatakos
TREASURER: Ashley Ford
Office Manager Office Hours: Wed 10 - 3 and Fri 10 - 3
Church Office phone number: 815-756-7089
email: office@uufdekalb.org
Web site: uufdekalb.org
In case of an emergency, call Board Past President Laura Gillberg, or President Jenny Stamatakos.
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Minister’s Message
Season’s Greetings to all, and to all a good season. Last
week, winter finally showed up here on the plains of Illinois, and unless your head is stuck in the hole of nonstop
impeachment hearings, you are probably aware that the
world around us is fully launched into the holiday season.
Those who get out see bell-ringers with kettles appear all
over, decorations galore, and Holiday soundtracks flooding every eatery and store. For those who stay in, it can
be hard to avoid the astounding supply of Hallmark movies (10 actors, two plots, two towns -- permuted every
possible way into 100+ movies. Do notice that they only
kiss after it starts to snow, and they do so chastely. The
competition (Showtime, Netflix, etc.) might be more risqué. (But cover your eyes, because this is a church newsletter.) And I am sure that some of you see the football
games instead, as we move towards bowl games and
playoffs. (Spoiler alert – don’t expect much from the
Bears).

light no matter what we believe. And we all need an extra
dose of hope, peace, and caring this year; to sustain our
belief that we can resurrect this nation from its recent
steps backwards. But that is next year….
For many of us, the holidays are about family. We have
many traditions such as gifting, eating, and celebration;
but doing things that bring us closer to those we love and
need is the real signature of this season. Enjoy your travels, your visitors, and that gatherings that bring families
into the same room. And be aware that the holidays can be
quite difficult for those among us who cannot be familial
at this time, and especially for those who have lost beloveds. Let each of us be aware, and reach out to those
who we feel might be blue, or just alone, at this time. An
extra hug, shared meal, or a seat at your table can add
some pleasure and sweetness to this time.

I like winter, and snowfall, and how it changes our trees
and hills and fields into moments of glorious beauty. I like
Or, maybe, if you are lucky, you taste of the better and
how the light plays in the sky, and how the iciness crunchhealthier aspects of the season. The UUFD Winter Market es under my feet. I like crisp air, snowballs, and making
has to be a highlight, with friendly vendors selling real
angels. I also like getting back indoors, maybe lighting a
homemade crafts, tasty things to eat, and loads of fun,
fire, and enjoying the warmth of hearth and home. Cocoa
high spirits, and good people. To me, this brings together makes it so much better.
all the best of the season. This is one of the few times
when we attract a lot of the public – people not familiar
with UUFD or the UU faith – into our church home. It is a
joy to share the vibrancy of our lives with strangers who,
Allen
hopefully, become new friends.
Concerts, pageants, and festivals. I also look forward to
our Christmas Eve service, which will feature the second
coming of the UUFD Choir in the month of December.
We do not see our choristers as much as we like these
days, but we thank Elisa for pulling them together and
leading them to share their gift of song for the Holidays.
As UUs, some of the Christian Holidays can seem complicated, but I tend to be pretty comfortable with Christmas,
and hold it as more secular and fully able to include all.
The biggest messages are about bringing a spirit of hope,
peace, and caring into our world – and these we can high-

UUFD Staff News
Rev. Allen’s schedule
 Rev. Allen is scheduled to be in DeKalb on Dec. 8 and 24 and Jan. 12 and 26.


Please contact him at awhinchicago@gmail.com or 773-288-2394 with anything that’s on your mind.

Office schedule
 Office manager Kathryn Jones’s hours are Wed 10 - 3 and Fri 10 - 3. Please note the change to Wednesday hours!
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Mark Your Calendar For These UUFD Events
Dec 2019
December 1 – Hanging of the Greens 11:15 a.m.
December 1 – Buddhist Study Group 11:45 am – 1st & 3rd Sunday of each month
December 4 – Yoga w/Ed Miguel 5:30 p.m. & 7 p.m. – Every Wednesday
December 6 – Restorative Meditation 5:30 p.m. – Every Friday
December 7 – The DeKalb Area Women’s Center Concert featuring UUFD singers 11 a.m.
December 7 – Leadership Council Meeting – Watch the eNews for the exact time!
December 8 – UUFD Board Meeting 11:30 a.m.
December 8 – Social Justice Committee meeting 11:45 a.m. – 2nd Sunday of each month
December 8 – Ordinary Folk Musical Gathering 2 p.m. – 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month
December 13 – Winter Market Setup – 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
December 14 – Winter Market 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
December 17 – Hope Haven Meal 6:30 p.m. (3rd Tuesdays)
December 22 – Green Sanctuary Group 11:30 am (4th Sundays)
December 25 – Yoga with Ed Miguel - Cancelled
Jan 2020
January 12 – Board Meeting 11:30 a.m.
January 12 – Social Justice Committee 11:45 a.m.
January 21 – Hope Haven Meal 6:30 pm
January 24 – WE Pantry Bagging 10:30 a.m.
January 25 – WE Panty 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
January 26 – Green Sanctuary Group 11:30 a.m.

Call for Volunteers for the UUFD Farmers' Market on December 14
We need some volunteers to help staff the used book sale and baked goods counter, and volunteers to help with set-up and
take-down.
Also Calling UUFD Knitters and Crafters! Continuing recent tradition, the December 14 UUFD Farmers' Market will
include a UUFD table where the knitters and crafters in our community can sell donated items they have made, with the
proceeds of their sales going to UUFD, Kathy Clark, Sumiko Keay, and Beth Schewe have already volunteered to donate
items and help staff the table, but there is room for more donations and people to staff the table.
If you can help, please contact Dorothy Coleman, Market Coordinator, at dcoleman405@gmail.com.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Beau Anderson has coordinated our UUFD book sales for a number of years, but he now must admit that loading and unloading boxes is too much for his back to handle, so volunteers are needed for the setup and takedown. Beau can direct
table arrangement, signage, book arrangements, and address other questions, but he is looking for a volunteer successor to
shadow him to learn the basics for future sales. Please contact Dorothy (dcolman405@gmail.com if you can volunteer in
any of these ways for the Book Sale.

The worship theme for December is Compassion; for January the theme is Authority & Leadership.
The worship leaders will use these themes to guide their services throughout the month. We encourage you to take a look
at the Touchstones Journal on our website at uufdekalb.org/touchstones (or pick up a copy at the table by the magazine
rack) and hope it will lead to deeper discussions!
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JOYS & SORROWS

Do you have a joy, sorrow, or milestone to share with the congregation?
Contact the church office and we will share it in the eNews and Pathfinder.

Music Notes
On Saturday, December 7, UUFD members will entertain at The DeKalb Area Women’s Center. We will sing holiday and
seasonal songs. A short rehearsal will be at 9:15 that morning at UUFD, we will take our talent to DAWC by 11:00, then
head to Pizza Pro’s to celebrate. All are invited!! See Bonnie Anderson for questions
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Calling All Singers!!!
The UUFD Choir will perform twice this winter!! We will sing a single anthem on Sunday December 8 th. On Christmas
Eve, we will sing a couple numbers, and a few of us will help the children sing one too!
The rehearsals will be:
12/8 at 8:45am (rehearsal; anthem during service)
12/15 at 8:45am (rehearsal; no anthem)
12/22 at 8:45am (rehearsal; no anthem)
12/24 at 1:00pm (Run through, including children; service at 2pm)
There are NO AUDITIONS for choir. ALL ability levels and voice types are welcome. If you don’t know about music,
this is a great place to learn!! Please see me with questions.
Can’t wait to sing with you!!
Elisa Woodruff
elisa.woodruff@gmail.com
Congregational Care
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the UUFD folks who help make coffee hour and greeting a warm, welcoming experience every single Sundays!!
Greeters for the months of Oct and Nov have been Car ey Boehmer , Vir ginia Wilcox, Sumiko Keay, Er ic Weyenber g, Elisa
Woodruff, Kevin Vancil and Chari Haines.
Coffee hour hosts wer e Ashley For d, Mar y Von Zellen, Shar on Blake, Beau and Bonnie Ander son, Danica Lovings, Kim Myer s,
and Maylan Dunn-Kenney.
Sharon Blake has stepped down as Chair and coordinator for the Congregational Care Committee. We would also like to take this opportunity to thank her for her years of service. We are still looking for volunteer(s) to take her place. Please reach out to Jenny Stamatakos or any member of the board of trustees if you are interested in learning more.
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Hope Haven News

Thanks to all who participated in providing the November Hope Haven meal! At the time of press deadline the volunteers
were: Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Donna Veeneman, Bonnie Anderson, Gretchen Sigwart, Sharon Blake, Sheryl Nak, Charles Sigwart,
and Danica Lovings
Thanks to all who continue contribute to complete the November meal!
December Meal Theme: Fried Chicken
Sides include: Mashed potatoes/gravy, Cor n or cor n on the cob or carr ots, Desser t, Fr uit and Staples
January Meal Theme: Beef Stew
Sides include: Biscuits, Veggie Tr ay and dip or sweet potatoes, Desser t, Fr uit and Staples
Feedback and information: The feedback we have received is that the meals pr ovided by UUFD are some of the favor ites of
the Hope Haven recipients. The keys: we are a caring and creative group, and many hands make for light work! AND we’re organized!
Never participated in providing food for the monthly Hope Haven meals but interested in helping? Not sure how much work it
would entail, or how it works logistically?
You are not alone, and Cathy Schneider and Danica Lovings are here to help and support your efforts to contribute!
Here are some answers to frequently asked questions:
How many people do I have to provide food for?
Answer: There are 60 people total for whom we pr ovide food
For the main dish we need four volunteers to each prepare/provide food for 15 people.
For the sides, dessert, and staples (bread and milk) we need two volunteers to each provide food for 30 people.
Is it difficult to prepare food for 15 or 30 people?
Answer: If you’ve ever provided food for five people, simply multiply the ingredients!
What is the best/easiest way to prepare and deliver the food?
Answer: Foil catering pans can be pur chased ver y cheaply at Dollar Tr ee, or you can bring food in your own container
and the kitchen helpers are more than happy to transfer your food to one of their own containers.
Does the food have to be homemade?
Answer: No! There ar e many oppor tunities to pr ovide foods that ar e stor e bought or pr epar ed with simple heating or
thawing. For example, the Dec. meal is fried chicken. The last time we did that, everyone purchased a pan of fried Chicken
from Schnucks. Danica and Sharon ordered it and picked it up, and Sharon delivered it.
What time does the food need to be delivered?
Answer: 6:30 is the latest food needs to be delivered. However , food can be delivered thr oughout the day and stored/
reheated in time for serving.
Is there help carrying the food in?
Answer: The volunteer s are always willing to help carr y in food, hold door s, and assist you in any way necessar y.
Are there recipes or directions for items on the menu?
Answer: If you need cooking tips or directions, contact Danica or Cathy for suggestions!
What if I want to help, but don’t want to cook or shop?
Answer: There is a Hope Haven account maintained by the Social J ustice Committee for donations to suppor t those
who need help funding the expense of preparing the meal. Contact Beth Schewe or Kathryn in the church office for a reimbursement.

Book Discussion Group forming: “The Gadfly Papers”
Beginning in December 2019 we will be discussing the book “The Gadfly Papers, Three Inconvenient Essays by One Pesky Minister” written by the Reverend Todd F. Eklof, minister of the Spokane WA Unitarian Church.
We will begin by reading the first essay titled “The Coddling of the Unitarian Universalist Mind: How the Emerging Culture of
Safetyism, Identitarianism, and Political Correctness is Reshaping America’s Most Liberal Religion”
The discussion is open to everyone who is interested and has read the essay. The book is available on Amazon Kindle for $3.00 and
in print for $7.99 plus shipping. I have a few copies for loan as well.
This discussion is going to be a mind opening and challenging ride for us as UUs.
If you are interested, please contact Lon Clark at 815-901-1150 or on Sundays after the service or send an email or note to the
UUFD Church office. Please let us know what days of the week and what times work best for you. We will get back in touch with
you when we have figured out what dates and times will work out for us.

A P U B L I CA T I ON OF T H E U N I T A R I A N
U N I V ER S A L I S T F E L L O W S HI P OF D EK A L B

UUFD History Project
During my sermon on 'Mission and Vision' early in November, I wondered what mission and vision the founders of the UUFD
must have had, and I brought this up at our congregational meeting the week after. I wondered if anyone else like me wondered
about our history and who might have had contact with original founders. I was told there are binders of photos and what not in
the office.
There was much discussion and a project was formed called the UUFD History Project and many hands went up to help with
that. I volunteered to lead it. There was mention that next year it is believed to be our 60th anniversary which gives us a possible
target date and possible events next year to celebrate that if it is true. We have yet to start formally but already we have about 10
persons interested with talk about how this might blend into our outreach efforts.
I am writing this for many reasons: 1) If you were not at the congregation's meeting but would like to contribute, please let me
know. 2) If you were at the meeting and volunteered, start thinking about it and write down some ideas to discuss at our first
meeting (yet to be set). 3) Anyone who knew or worked with the founders, please call me or email me with your comments.
Linda and Toni, if you are reading this, would you please help advise us in any way you can?

I am excited at the response and look forward to all this will bring to us and the community.
Ed Miguel
edwmiguel1@comcast.net
815-501-4207 (leave a message until I get you in my contact list)

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of DeKalb
158 North Fourth St.
DeKalb, IL 60115

