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Sunday Services: Service 10:00 A.M. till 11:15 A.M.
Together as a religious community, we
put our liberal faith in
action, striving to
nurture our families
and our spiritual
lives, protect the
earth, eliminate poverty, and stop oppression, while offering love and hope for
all.
(UUFD mission statement
adopted May 17, 2009)

DEADLINE
The deadline for the October/November edition of
the Pathfinder is September
18, 2016. Please note that
this is the third Sunday of
the month. Submissions are
to be sent to the church
office via email:
office@uufdekalb.org or
hard copy left in Pathfinder
editor mailbox in the library.

THE PATHFINDER
CONTACT INFO
Editor: Melissa Blake
Phone: 757-3131
E-mail: Mellow1422@aol.
com

August
August 7
Dave Becker, Worship Leader
Irene Faivre, Assistant
Sermon: Beyond Goliath: Facing Difficult History
August 14
Rev. Linda Slabon, Worship Leader
Forrest Brandon, Assistant
Sermon: Making Music Together! Songs-DrumsChimes!
August 21
Ed Miguel, Worship Leader
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Assistant
Sermon: The Course of Our Being Will Be Our
Un-Doing
August 28
Rev. Linda, Worship Leader
Allen Harden, Assistant
Sermon: Ingathering of a Covenanted Community

Singers welcome! Choir
at 9 a.m. sharp. Starts on
Sunday, August 28.
Questions? Contact Toni:
815-501-4788.

September theme: What does it mean to be a
community of covenant?
Our culture teaches us that what it means to be
human is to be an individual – self-defined, selfdetermined, separate even. But our UU covenantal
theology affirms that being human comes down to
the commitments we make to and with each other –
the relationships we keep. We become human
through our promises to and with each other. And
even more than that: covenantal theology doesn’t
just say that we become human through our promising, but also when we break those promises, and
yet somehow find ways to reconnect and begin
again . . . This beginning again, says our faith, is
when the holy and the human meet.
September 4
Jack Lazzara, Worship Leader
Allen Harden, Assistant
Sermon: What is a covenant?
September 11
Rev. Linda, Worship Leader
Jack Lazzara, Assistant
Sermon: The Breadth of Human Experience...and
Fun!
September 18
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Worship Leader
Sue Willis, Assistant
Sermon: The Spiritual Practices of Covenant
September 25
Rev. Linda, Worship Leader
Irene Faivre, Assistant
Sermon: To Stay at the Table

CONTACTS:

MINISTER: Rev. Linda Slabon
OFFICE MANAGER: Beth Schewe
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Toni Tollerud
PRESIDENT: Bill Lamb
TREASURER: Lon Clark
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CHAIR: Gladys Sanchez
Minister’s Office Hours: Tuesday/Friday by appointment
Office Manager Office Hours: Wed 9 - 2 and Fri 10 - 3
Church Office phone number: 815-756-7089
email: office@uufdekalb.org
Web site: uufdekalb.org

In case of an emergency, call Rev. Slabon at 815-501-4788, the Board President Bill Lamb or
the Past President Tom Stamatakos.
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Minister’s Musings
Over the next few years, as UUFD
members work together and discern the
future of this congregation – its staff,
its building, and its legacy – it is most
important that the people remember and
commit to the UUFD Covenant of
Right Relations. The development and
writing of this covenant was led by the
UUFD Ministry Council who worked
for over a year to gather feedback and
insights from our members. The Ministry Council then created a draft of the
document. After much discussion, our
covenant was adopted at the May 15,
2011 Congregational Meeting.
Why does covenant matter? As UU
Lisa Ward wrote, “A covenant is…the
framework for our relating.
A covenant leaves room for chance and
change, it is humble toward evolution.
It claims: I will abide with you in this
common endeavor, be present as best I
can in our becoming. This calls for a
level of trust, courage and sacrifice that
needs to be nurtured, renewed and affirmed on a regular basis.”

This is why I review our UUFD Covenant each year on our Ingathering Sunday (for 2016 Ingathering is on August
28) and why covenant matters each and
every time we bless and dedicate a
child.
The next child blessing for UUFD
children who have not been part of a
dedication ceremony is set for Sunday, September 11. Please contact
Rev. Linda (815-501-4788) and Beth
Schewe, Office Manager (815-7567089) if you would like your child
and family to be part of the blessing
and dedication ceremony.
What I find most significant about

OUR UUFD Covenant is that it is
OURS. It reflects the needs and the
personality of OUR congregation. So,
please read it and then, if you would,
read it again. Then ponder on how
you might personally strengthen its
aspirations into your own life. For
each of us must begin with our own
convictions and behaviors, and then, I
trust that you will help us become the
kind of congregation that UUFD aspires to be.
In the Spirit of Life,
Rev. Linda
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of
DeKalb Covenant of Right Relations
We, the members of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of DeKalb, join
together in this covenant to ensure a
welcoming, respectful, safe, and vibrant spiritual community in which
each person can search for truth and
meaning, build connections, renew
their spirit, and be inspired to action.
Right relations, created through commitment to respectful communication
among individuals, are the foundation
on which our vision of a healthy congregation is built. Our work together
to understand and affirm our commitment to the practice of right relations
will enrich our ability to love, respect,
and nurture each other in our lifelong
spiritual quests.
To maintain right relations and a
healthy congregation, we will strive
to
Support our mission and demonstrate
our commitment to our church com-

UUFD Staff News



Rev. Linda’s hours are by appointment. Please call 815-501-4788.
Office manager Beth Schewe’s hours are Wed 9 - 2 and Fri 10 - 3.

munity by
*Being in beloved community and
actively participating through personal involvement and through
generous giving of time, financial
support, and talent.
*Seeking involvement in congregational and community issues that
promote social justice, fairness,
and equity for our members and for
all members of the larger community.
*Learning how our lives and histories come from different places of
privilege, oppression, power, and
vulnerability.
*Respecting and celebrating the
full diversity and breadth of human
experience.
*Providing our staff and leadership
with adequate resources, trust, and
support so that they may be effective in their roles.
*Expressing gratitude for the efforts and contributions of others.
*Having fun together.

(Covenant continued on last
page)

T HE P AT HF IN D ER

PAGE 3

Mark Your Calendar For These UUFD Events
August
3
3
5
7
7
8
10
14
14
14
14
16
18
19
19
20
30

September
7
10
14
18
20
24
27

Yoga with Ed Miguel (Wednesdays)
UUFD Board Meeting
Restorative Meditation (Fridays)
Buddhist Study Group and Meditation (1st and 3rd Sundays)
Yoga with Ed Miguel (Sundays)
Woman Spirit Conference Planning Meeting (Library)
Stitch and Witch (1st Wednesdays)
Social Justice Forum: The Second Amendment and Gun Control (Library)
Non-theist Discussion Group (2nd and 4th Sundays)
Wiccan Study Group (2nd and 4th Sundays)
Ordinary Folk Musical Gathering (2nd and 4th Sundays)
Hope Haven Meal (3rd Tuesday)
Set-Up for UU USables Rummage and Book Sale (Volunteers welcome)
UU USables Rummage and Book Sale
Restorative Meditation CANCELED due to book sale
UU USables Rummage and Book Sale
PFLAG

6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
Noon to 1:30 p.m.
5 to 6:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
7:30 to 9 p.m.
9 to 9:45 a.m.
Noon

UUFD Board Meeting
UUFD Worship Associate Training
Stitch and Witch
UUFD Ministerial Transition Team Meeting (Library)
Hope Haven Meal
Welcome Café Community Brunch and Welcome Essentials Pantry
PFLAG

7:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
7:30 to 9 p.m.
2 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
10 a.m. to Noon
7 to 8:30 p.m.

2 to 3:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6 to 9 p.m.
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
7 to 8:30 p.m.

**Note: English Country Dancing is on hiatus until further notice. Contact the church office with questions.

UU Usables Rummage and Used Book Sale Coming August 19-20...
The popular UUFD Rummage and Used Book Sale is fast approaching. This year the sale will be on Friday, August 19, from 9 to
6 and Saturday, August 20, from 9 to 1. As usual, ther e will be also be baked goods and socializing.
Volunteers are needed, as are donations are needed for the book and rummage sale. As always, we will not be taking clothes, shoes
or TVs. The church basement is ready to receive your donations. Please leave your items on the pallets that are set up down
there. Or contact the UUFD office or Dorothy Coleman (dcoleman405@gmail.com; 815-901-4332) to schedule your drop-off or
sign up to volunteer.

Silent Auction/Wine & Cheese Reception Benefit for the DeKalb Area Women’s Center
When: Saturday, August 6th, 2016 3-5pm
Where: The Café 263 E. Lincoln Highway DeKalb IL
**Free and Open to the Public
Adventure & event tickets, artwork, theme baskets & etc.! Museum of Contemporary Art; National Mustard Museum; The Garden
Market; Grassroots Juicery & Cafe; Family Health Center; Hopper’s Poppers popcorn, Sycamore State Theatre; Monarca; C.A.R.
Hospital; Parkside Bed & Breakfast; Delano’s Home Decorating; Kramer’s Kitchen & Bath; Crumpet’s LuncheonetteTea Room &
Bakery; Dana’s Day Spa; Cracker Jax; White Sox; Diamond Tour Golf; Chicago Bears; Everything Floral; Zip Chicago; Waterman
Winery; Cademon Brewing Co. & many more…
Enjoy happy hour with live music and wine & cheese specials! Early holiday shopping items! All auction proceeds go toward restoration of historic Majakka Finnish Temperance Hall- home of the DeKalb Area Women’s Center, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. Check and
cash only for silent auction items. For more information: call 815 758 1351 or email dawc@niu.edu.
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JOYS & SORROWS
Rev. Linda, her sister, Lisa Miller, and the family want to thank UUFD members and friends for the support we received
at our brother Wayne's memorial service. Cousins from Iowa and Indiana and old family friends from the Chicago area
commented on the warm and generous spirit of UUFD's people. We also want to thank those who gave financial contributions to UUFD in memory of Wayne. We are truly grateful.
UUFD friends send healing energies to Gene Desavouret, who has been ill. Gene is currently recuperating at Pine Acres
Rehabilitation Center at 1212 S. 2nd Street in DeKalb, and he would welcome visitors.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Nina Brook and her daughter Bridget, who has severe autism. Nina is asking for help
to cover the cost of Bridget’s ABA therapy through her Go Fund Me page: https://www.gofundme.com/help_autisticdiva.

Congregational Support & Development News!!
Things are always a little laid back at UUFD in the summer, but this year, we had the whole volunteer schedule filled in
at the beginning of June! Great work, friends! Let’s take a moment to thank all of our friendly volunteers for the summer…
Our coffee hour hosts are Jen/Tom Stamatakos, Nicole Berns and Shane Diebel, Annemarie and Mike Clifford, Maylan
Dunn-Kenney, Cathy Schneider, Sharon Blake and Chris Miguel.
Our greeters for the summer are Virginia Wilcox, Sharon Blake, Wayne and Betty Albrecht, Kathleen Tirrell, Jen and
Tom Stamatakos, Deb Banke, Beau Anderson and Ed and Chris Miguel.
When you see the greeters and coffee hour hosts on Sunday mornings, make sure to say thanks! And, don’t worry if you
didn’t get a chance to sign up for summer duties — the fall sheet will be out before you know it!
See you at church!!!!

Save the Date: It's Time For the Annual UUFD/Clinton Rosette Middle School Supply Drive
We are always so thankful for the generous response from UUFD every year. All types of school supplies are needed. Please put your supplies in the box in the Fellowship Hall or give your monetary donation to Sharon Blake, who will be happy to shop for you. Again, thank you so much for helping our
students have a successful year in middle school!
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Ministerial Transition Team Plans Survey of Congregation in August
UUFD hosted a presentation by the Rev. Lisa Presley (MidAmerica Region, UUA) about ministerial transition on July 7. The next step is for the Fellowship to consider ‘who we are,’ ‘what direction we want to take
in the long term’ and ‘what characteristics we would like in a new minister.’ To aid the congregation in
considering these questions, the Ministerial Transition Team is developing a survey that will be distributed
(online and paper) to Fellowship members and friends in late August. The Team plans a discussion of the
survey findings with the congregation following the service on Sunday, October 2. The survey findings and
subsequent discussion will provide the Team with feedback needed as UUFD moves closer to making decisions regarding the transition period. The Transition Team will continue to post its meeting schedule in the
calendar and welcomes all to join us at our meetings.

BOOK TALK

UUFD Librarian and Archivist Beau Anderson
The UUFD library is a primarily a specialized collection meant to reflect the principles of Unitarian Universalism
as well as provide a number of self-help and inspirational titles. The books are mostly non-fiction, though there is a
small collection of fiction books meant for personal interest or pleasure reading. Among these thirty of so titles can
be found books by Louise Erdrich, Barbara Kingsolver, and Ursula K. Le Guin. Also available are short stories
found in Best American Short Stories and The Sound of Writing. Fiction titles are frequently meant as a means for
escape or as a way of addressing important truths through make believe characters and situations. The books also
cover certain genres, such as, mystery, romance, and detective. Generally, it’s one’s personal interests that determine what books are read, but that’s not to say that individuals don’t like to hear about titles outside of their interests. Here is one in the fiction collection that I found very engaging: The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver.
The Poisonwood Bible is a story told by the wife and four daughters of Nathan Price, a fierce, evangelical Baptist
who takes his family and mission to the Belgian Congo in 1959. They carry with them everything they believe they will need fr om home, but
soon find that all of it—from garden seeds to Scripture—is calamitously transformed on African soil. What follows is a suspenseful epic of one
family's tragic undoing and remarkable reconstruction over the course of three decades in postcolonial Africa.
The UUFD library is meant for members and friends of the church, and all items circulate. The library is available during most of the open
hours of the church, unless the library is booked for some other event or meeting. I highly recommend that you come in and browse the collection sometime. You’re also welcome to ask me questions about the collection or specific titles.
Checking out a book is easy. Each book contains a card inside the front cover. Just date and sign this card and place it in the 4”x5” metal box
on the desk top. These cards are arranged alphabetically by author last name. There is no time limit on how long a book can be checked out,
but ask for return within a month so others can read the book and so you don’t forget about having the book.

Womyn’s Spirituality Group Events Planned
For ten+ years the women of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of DeKalb coordinated a Womyn’s Spirituality group that met on Friday
evenings. Come join us once a month as we gather once again in community and self-discovery.
You do not have to be a member of UUFD to attend.

Purpose?
For womyn to explore issues of feminism, spirituality, age, sexuality, Mother Earth, and our relationships in a circle of trust that we create.
For singing, drumming, and chanting that is about connection and deepening rather than about performance.
To share our lives and acknowledge the transitions we face.
When? 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. on the following dates
Friday, August 26, 2016
Friday, September 23, 2016
Friday, October 21, 2016
Friday, November 18, 2016
Where?
At my home - 1622 Carlisle, DeKalb – unless we decide to meet elsewhere!
Have questions?
Feel free to contact Rev. Linda or Beth in the church office (office@uufdekalb.org, 815-756-7089).
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Saying Goodbye: Memories of Rev. Linda and Toni
As we prepare to bid farewell to Rev. Linda and Toni – who are retiring in summer 2017 – our UUA consultant has reminded us that one of
our important duties as a congregation is to “say goodbye well.” To that end we will dedicate a portion of each Pathfinder over the next
year to stories and memories of Rev. Linda and Toni.
To Rev. Linda and Toni: Surprise! With sincere gratitude and affection, we say “thank you” for your many years of service to UUFD.
To start us off, three long-time members – Lon and Kathy Clark and Clark Neher – will share some of their stories from Rev. Linda and
Toni’s early years at UUFD.

From Lon and Kathy Clark:

Lon and Kathy Clark joined UUFD on April 19, 1992, signing the membership book the same day as Toni Tollerud. Kathy has been a
member of the choir since then, and wonders how anyone can resist the temptation to sing when Toni is directing. A classic at UU gala
fundraisers was Toni at the piano with Rev. Linda singing “I’ve Got That Old Feeling,” flirting with composer Francis Stroup by wrapping
her feather boa around him.
Rev. Linda showed up at Wyler Children’s Hospital in Chicago shortly after Lon and Kathy’s younger son Max was admitted for cancer
treatment in 1993. When hospital chaplain Zaiga Robbins came in, everyone laughed because they were dressed alike. The uniform for
women clergy that year was a black blazer or sweater with a printed skirt and dark stockings. Rev. Linda and Toni (and indeed, the entire
UUFD community) were a steady source of comfort and support to the Clark family during Max’s illness, with Toni organizing a benefit at
Hopkins Park to help with medical expenses. When Max died in December 1995, they arranged the funeral, which was held at Hillcrest
Covenant Church, with Rev. Linda officiating and lots of music. DeKalb UUs had to be creative about finding locations for our events
when we were renting space for our Sunday services at Wesley Foundation on the NIU campus (now the Academic Advising Center).
For many years, Rev. Linda’s office was in her home. Lots of meetings and the first of the deepening groups were held there, too. Lon
remembers sitting on the living room floor in Linda and Toni’s home on Orchard Lane, part of the group that planned the first canvass during this phase of UUFD history.
Together, Lon and Kathy say, "Thanks for all you have done for UUFD, and especially for our family, over all the years."

From Clark Neher:

About 25 years ago, after a several-year hiatus from UUFD, I decided to take another look at the Fellowship. I had been a member since
1970, but had gotten burned out because all the Fellowship tasks were carried out by just a dozen members and no minister. I had heard
wonderful reports about the newly called minister, Rev. Linda, and wanted to see for myself. The Sunday service included the hymn Spirit
of Life, a personal favorite of mine for many years. Linda asked us to sing the hymn through twice; as we neared the end, her amazing voice
came soaring in a descant that was the most beautiful sound I had ever heard. She then presented a sermon that was thought provoking, eloquent, and wonderfully transcendent. She made that Sunday morning very special, and she has continued to do so for over two decades
whenever she leads the service. For me, she is the spirit of life.
**We welcome your contributions! If you have a memory of Rev. Linda or Toni you’d like to share in an upcoming issue of the Pathfinder,
please contact Beth in the church office.

Meet a UUFD Member: Beau Anderson
The first 26 years of my life were spent in Denver, Colorado. My given name is Byron, but early on came to be called Beau. While Colorado has much to offer (I was an avid skier and hiker), I left in 1970 to serve two-years in VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America), a program in the War on Poverty. I was assigned to serve in Milwaukee, Wisconsin working in the inner city south side at a store front community center. I stayed on in Milwaukee to finish my college degrees, which resulted in my getting a job as a librarian at NIU starting in 1985. I
was a reference librarian, meaning that I helped patrons find information they were looking for, among many other duties. In 1992, I met
Bonnie. She became my primary passion and continues to be so. We recently celebrated our twentieth anniversary.

When growing up, I attended the Evangelical Covenant Church of America, a mainstream Protestant, Swedish-based denomination. I was
baptized and confirmed in the First Covenant Church in Denver, a church with some wonderful people and traditions. I did not continue
with church involvement during my time in Milwaukee or my working years in DeKalb. I retired in 2011, and toward the end of my work
days, Bonnie (already retired) and I decided to look for a church home. Our first and only trial was the UUFD. We stayed on and joined in
2012. There was something about the church’s informality, lack of strict dogma, emphasis on social justice, and other that attracted us and
keeps on attracting us.
Besides the church activities that I am continually involved with, I volunteer time in a number of places, but regularly at a food pantry and a
nonprofit thrift shop. In my spare time I exercise most days, eat healthy, read (a lot), and try to keep our yard and home in good shape.
Bonnie and I do a lot of bike riding, have always had a dog or two, and occasionally take care of other dogs. We are actively involved with
Bonnie’s daughter and family in Cortland and her son and family in Omaha.
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Join Us for Our New Religious Education Curriculum: Harry Potter and the Flaming Chalice
In a study published in the Journal of Applied Social Psychology, Italian researchers found that children
who read the Harry Potter series scored higher in measures of empathy and exhibited fewer prejudiced
feelings towards stigmatized groups.
The UUFD Bridge Builders will be starting Harry Potter and the Flaming Chalice on August 14 th. All
who wish to participate will receive a Hogwarts acceptance letter. Participants are free to dress in Hogwarts attire if they choose.
This program is for children ages 6 to 14, with some separate discussions and activities for those ages 10
and up. It will take place during the regular RE time during services on 3 Sundays a month. If you have
any questions, you can contact Taylor at TLRichier@gmail.com.
——————————————
Lesson 1: The Sorting Ceremony
August 14th
Theme: Values and Community
Lesson 2: Does the Wand Choose the Wizard?
Theme: Making Choices and Finding Our Paths
Lesson 3: Defense Against the Dark Arts
Theme: Courage
Lesson 4: Potions
Theme: Teamwork and Cooperation
Lesson 5: Herbology
Theme: Working and Learning Together and Caring for the Earth
Lesson 6: Care of Magical Creatures
Theme: Compassion and Respect for Animals

Lesson 7: Charms (Lumos)
Theme: Kindness, Hope, and Positivity
Lesson 8: Divination
Theme: Sharing and Respect

Lesson 9: Ministry of Magic
Theme: Democratic Process, Equality, Cooperation, and Problem Solving
Lesson 10: The Daily Prophet
Theme: Creativity and the Power of Words
Lesson 11: Quidditch
Theme: Teamwork, Competition and Fun!

A P U B L I CA T I ON OF T H E U N I T A R I A N
U N I V ER S A L I S T F E L L O W S HI P OF D EK A L B

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of DeKalb Covenant of Right Relations
(Continued from page 2)
Communicate respectfully and support healthy decision making by
*Creating safe opportunities and fair structures for sharing diverse ideas.
*Listening attentively to appreciate fully another’s perspective.
*Expressing our own emotions and differences in a way that respects the worth and dignity of each person.
*Balancing the need to speak our views with clarity and efficiency, process our thoughts and emotions with care, and respect time constraints.
*Supporting transparency, avoiding anonymous commentary, taking responsibility for our views, and weighing carefully
when confidentiality is requested.
Understand that change and conflict are normal in healthy relationships. Therefore we will

*Respect tradition and also embrace change as the needs of our community change.
*Commit to the process of seeking mutually acceptable solutions through respectful communication and constructive discussion; we will stay at the table.
*Accept skilled help when we cannot reach agreement or reconciliation.
*Practice right relations by accepting that people may disagree vigorously but still treat each other respectfully, stay connected, and learn together.
*Be straightforward in addressing divisive or damaging behavior within our community.
*Acknowledge that everyone makes mistakes and we will seek and offer forgiveness.
By pledging this covenant, we choose to act in a manner that promotes a spiritual community grounded in love and justice.
In following these guidelines, we will serve our own spiritual development, one another, our religious home, our local
community, our larger faith, and our world.

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of DeKalb
158 North Fourth St.
DeKalb, IL 60115

