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Sunday Services: Service 10:00 A.M. till 11:15 A.M.
Together as a religious community, we
put our liberal faith in
action, striving to
nurture our families
and our spiritual
lives, protect the
earth, eliminate poverty, and stop oppression, while offering love and hope for
all.
(UUFD mission statement
adopted May 17, 2009)

DEADLINE
The deadline for the September edition of the Pathfinder is August 17, 2014.
Please note that this is the
third Sunday of the month.
Submissions are to be sent
to the church
office via email:
office@uufdekalb.org or
hard copy left in Pathfinder
editor mailbox in the library.

THE PATHFINDER
CONTACT INFO
Editor: Melissa Blake
Phone: 757-3131
E-mail: Mellow1422@aol.
com

August Theme: Deeds & Creeds: How
do our actions (our deeds) reflect the
creeds (the words we tell ourselves that
we believe)? We all live by internalized
Creeds that influence our Deeds. Do you
know some of your own? Some people
say that UUs will accept anything, but that
is not true. What are some of the Creeds
that we abide by at UUFD? Another way
to explore Deeds & Creeds is to look at
the history of UU. How is it that UUs
rejected official creeds established in the
Christian church? Do you know the story
of a Unitarian or Universalist whose deeds
and creeds made a difference in history?
August 3
No Choir
Worship Leader: Elisa Woodruff
Assistant: Bill Lamb
Sermon: We are a gentle, angry people
August 10
No Choir
Worship Leader: Dave Becker
Assistant: TBD
Sermon: Building Bridges with Our Children and Our Youth

August 17
No Choir
Worship Leader: Donna Veeneman
Assistant: Elisa Woodruff
Sermon: Creeds and Values Living and
Doing
August 24
No Choir
Worship Leader: Rev Linda Slabon
Assistant: Maylan Dunn-Kenney
Sermon: Multi-generational UUFD Ingathering: Turn the World Around -This
service celebrates home-coming and connection with Mother Earth through the
ritual of mingling the waters. Please
bring a small bottle of water from your
summer travels or from home.
August 31
No Choir
Worship Leader: Elisa Woodruff
Assistant: Donna Veeneman
Sermon: What's Your UU Elevator
Speech?

CONTACTS:

MINISTER: Rev. Linda Slabon
OFFICE MANAGER: Bonnie Freeman
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Toni Tollerud
PRESIDENT: Sue Willis
TREASURER: Beau Anderson
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CHAIR: Gladys Sanchez
Minister’s Office Hours: Tuesday/Friday by appointment
Office Manager Office Hours: Tuesday 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; Fridays 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Church Office phone number: 815-756-7089
email: office@uufdekalb.org
Web site: uufdekalb.org

In case of an emergency, call Rev. Slabon at 756-1088, the Board President Sue Willis or
the Past President Dan Kenney.
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Minister’s Musings
On the night of July 22 there was an amazing lightning show in the eastern sky. The next day on Facebook, I shared V. Zhiti’s poem
and some pictures (a few included here).
"Sowing Lightning" by Visar Zhiti Seize
Bolts of lightning from the sky
And plant them in fields of life.
They will grow like tender sprouts of
fire.
Charge somber thoughts
With unexpected flash,
You, my lightning in the soil!"
Bolts of lightning are wielded by many sky gods, among them Zeus (Greek), Thor (Germanic), Jupiter (Roman), Indra (Hindu/
Vedic), and the Yoruba Orisha Xango whose devotees exhibit a great deal of power and self-control. I don’t know if it is the power
or beauty of lightning that holds me entranced as I watch it break open the sky, but I do find the metaphors we use to be fascinating:
Greased lightning…Harry Potter’s lightning bolt on his forehead and all that it signifies…Thunderstruck by beauty or thunderstruck
by love…Lightning bugs…Doesn’t strike in the same place twice…Out there like a lightning rod…Catch lightning in a bottle.
Beautiful and fascinating, yes, but typically we don’t like the things that jolt us into awareness. While there are those folks who truly
enjoy a fire-cracker life, many of us would prefer less flash and bang, and less rapid change, thank-you-very-much. But I’ve got to
admit that sometimes it was the JOLT that made me a better person and that made me appreciate this fragile, miraculous, graceful,
gift of life. Lightning jolts I did not anticipate in my life include a brief 1 st marriage and the experience of domestic violence, my
mother’s aneurysm followed by cancer and her death at age 56, becoming a minister, falling in love with a woman and being gay
when it was not cool, the death of my cousin and how our grief reunited me with my extended family after 10 years of separation.
So when change comes to you, and it will, one of my prayers for you will be that you can “Seize bolts of lightning from the sky and
plant them in fields of life.” May these wise words bring you enjoyment and reflection as our summer of 2014 wends its way towards fall:
“Thunder is good. Thunder is impressive. But it’s the lightning does the work.” Mark Twain
“Nice days and nice people are fine, but what I really like are things that can be described as ferocious. Lightning storms and loud,
booming thunder. People who don’t apologize for being unique.” Anon. 2-8-13 tweet
“Electricity is really just organized lightening.” George Carlin
“There are only two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle.
The other is as though everything is a miracle.” Albert Einstein

UUFD Staff News




Bonnie’s hours are Tuesday 8:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. and Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m.
Rev. Linda’s hours are by appointment. Please call 815/501-4788.
Rev. Linda is away August 3 – 11 and will return on August 12. Contact a Board Member in the case of an
emergency.
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Mark Your Calendar For These UUFD Events
July
27
31

August
1
3
13
20
21
23
26
30
31

GrownUps Table
Mindfulness Meditation (meets every Thursday @ Estelle’s)

3 to 5 p.m.
10:30 a.m.

Peaceful Meditation (meets every Friday)
Social Justice meeting after Service
Stitch & Witch
UUFD Board Meeting
Teach Girls Global
Worship Associates Workshop
PFLAG
Welcome Café and Community Kitchen
GrownUps Table

11 a.m.
7:30 to 9 p.m.
7:30 to 9 p.m.
5 to 6:15 p.m.
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
7 to 8:30 p.m.
10 a.m. to Noon
3 to 5 p.m.

Check Out New Books at UUFD Library
Buddhism for Dummies by J onathan Landaw (Buddhist scholar and teacher ), Stephan Bodian (Author of Meditation for Dummies) and Gudrun Buhnemann, Professor (Department of Languages and Cultures of Asia, The University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Understand the fundamental beliefs and history of Buddhism. Grasp the continuing relevance of the Dalai Lama. This
is your hands-on guide to the rich history and modern practice of Buddhism.
Double Down – Game Change 2012 by Mar k Halper in and John Heilemann
A fascinating account . . . Heilemann & Halperin serve up a spicy smorgasbord of observations, revelations, and allegations. The authors mix savvy political analysis with detailed reconstruction of scenes and conversations.

Thinking About UUFD: Who are we?
How can we describe ourselves in an engaging as well as accurate way? Spurred by a proposal to change our name in
order to appeal to people who don't know what UU is as well as those who do, your Board has decided to create a Name
Change Committee. Jenny Stamatakos, as current Outreach leader, will be convening this committee. The committee
will survey the congregation on whether to change our name and, if so, what to; determine the steps and costs involved
in changing our name with the state, UUA and other official bodies; and make a name change recommendation to the
Board. If you would like to be on this committee, please contact your Board president, Tom
Stamatakos. As soon as the Board appoints the members, we will set our first meeting!
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JOYS & CONCERNS
Lon Clark's mother, Betty Davis Clark, died peacefully on Tuesday, June 10, in her home. A private graveside service was held on Saturday, June 14 at Belvidere Cemetery.
The brother of Teri Diaz, Dennis Deane Nord, died at the age of 62 from cancer on Monday, June 16. A memorial service was held on Friday, June 20 in Belvidere.
Frank O'Barski is still in the hospital after surgery. Updates can be found at: http://www.caringbridge.org/
visit/frankobarski .

Terri Mann-Lamb and her family grieve the loss of her sister-in-law Deb. She returned the weekend of July
20 from the memorial service out East. We extend our sympathy.
James Nerstheimer had heart surgery on July 18 at Central DuPage Hospital in Winfield, IL. His recovery is
going as expected.

UUFD LEADERS - NOTE THE CHANGES and MARK YOUR CALENDARS for the following:
BOARD of TRUSTEES meeting change to August 20 at 7:30 p.m.
The August 6 meeting is cancelled.
LEADERSHIP COUNCIL MEETING DATE CHANGE -- August 2 meeting is cancelled.
The next Leadership Council Meeting will be on Sunday, September 14 after the service, 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.
Toni, Virginia, and Beau will present on managing conflict.
Board of Trustees Day of Training & Retreat Saturday, Sept. 6
9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Rev. Linda's, 1622 Carlisle Lane, DK
Sexuality Education & the Healthy Church
Friday, September 19, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
A mandatory meeting for UUFD staff, Board of Trustees, RE leaders and volunteers.
Parents & UUFD members welcome to attend.

DeKalb Interfaith Network for Peace & Justice To Hold Commemorative Ceremony
The DeKalb Interfaith Network for Peace & Justice and Rockford Peace and Justice Action Committee invite the public
to join them in a brief ceremony to commemorate the many thousands of victims of the U.S. bombing of Hiroshima on
Aug. 6, 1945, followed by the bombing of Nagasaki 3 days later. Said at the time to be necessary to end World War II,
the bombs nevertheless caused incredible suffering of innocent victims in both cities and was responsible for ushering in
the Nuclear Age which threatens all life on the planet to this day.
As in the past, participants will toss flower petals into the Kish in memory of the victims, with Glidden's Florist again
providing the flowers. There will be poetry readings by prizewinning author Dr. John Bradley, First Congregational
Church pastor Dr. Joe Gastiger, and poet Ric Amesquita. Retired teacher Dan Kenney will say a few words about the
importance of remembering the bombing of the two cities. The ceremony will close with a song for peace by Dr. Howard Solomon and a prayer for peace by Rev. Dr. Jane Ann Moore.
The brief ceremony will be held at 12:15 p.m. on Wednesday, August 6 on the College Avenue bridge over the Kishwaukee River, close to the Art Building and the Lagoon.
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A Big Shout-Out from Congregational Support and Development!!!!!
The CSD team wishes to sincerely thank all of the people who have so generously donated their time and talents to Sunday service support this summer.
Our greeters have been Beau Anderson, Wayne and Betty Albrecht, Virginia Wilcox-Gok, Sharon Blake and Jen and
Tom Stamatakos. Lovely coffee hour hosting, including organization, food and clean up, have been brought to you by
Annemarie Clifford, Irene Faivre, Virginia Wilcox-Gok, Sharon Blake, Bonnie Anderson, Howard Soloman and Cathy
Schneider.
There are lots of openings for greeters and coffee hour hosts available for the rest of the summer. We really need you to
help out if we want to keep providing this very important part of our Sunday ministry. If you have questions, please
don't hesitate to ask us and if you see any of the above people, give them your own shout-out of thanks! We would love
to add some new names to the list of the same people who serve UUFD in these capacities week after week...we're here
to help you get started!!!!
Sharon Blake, Bonnie Anderson and Terri Mann-Lamb
(sblake202@gmail.com)
Congregational Support and Development Team

Eric Wickens Comes To First Congregation in DeKalb
Eric Wickens, Sun., Aug. 24 at 3:00 p.m. at First Cong. UCC in DeKalb
615 N. First St. There is no admission fee, .. but a free will offering will be taken.
http://resources.ericwickens.com/Media/ComfortCover.jpg
Eric lives in Fishers, IN. He is a bass-baritone; he sings classical, operatic, Broadway, religious hymns. He has sung for
and participated in multiple vocal organizations.
The following website has a good review of his range of singing and experience: http://www.lotin.org/Content/Public/
Artists/EricWickens/Default.aspx

Bio

The concept of Classic Modern came about with the music my mother loved blended with the singers and bands I gravitate around while on my musical journey. The classics of all genres filled my childhood. In my high school choir is
where I initially found my place. I wanted to follow my passion in music when I was choosing a college, but my father
didn't want to raise a starving artist and encouraged me to go into engineering. I was accepted to both Rose-Hulman and
Purdue, but chose Purdue because they had a stronger Glee Club. Engineering didn't suit me, so I became a Philosophy
and Russian major. The demands of college was taking time away from my dream of following my first love, music.
After two and a half years, I left Purdue, went back to my home town of Anderson, Indiana, to reassess my next steps
and how to further my music. I was still thinking about what my next steps should be when I joined local community
theaters to keep my singing sharp. While singing in the Peter Pan production, a colleague thought I had a voice that was
tailor made for opera and suggested I audition for the Opera Company in Indianapolis, Indiana. I had made a good
enough impression to the Artistic Director that he recommended that I take some time to be trained by John Schmid.
After training for some period of time, John suggested that I was ready and audition for the Opera Chorus, where I was
cast for all of the operas the following season. This was the true beginning of my passion and career. The first hint of
Classic Modern came about when I decided to do a recording in 1997. It was a mix of musical theatre, pop, country
and even Elvis. It was called Summon the Courage. A friend of mine started the next phase of my journey. Steve Kitts
had been living in New York City following his dream of becoming an opera singer. He encouraged me to go under the
tutoring of Judy Natalucci. So, for over a year, I flew to New York every six weeks to study under her. From her, I studied under Michael Sylvester, well known as the tenor who sang Aida's Radames at the MET more times than anyone
during the 90's. This has lead me to this point. I hope that there is something here for all to enjoy.
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Got something on your mind? We’d love to hear it! Email mellow1422@aol.com today and stay tuned to next month’s Pathfinder for
more exciting UUFD announcements and events!
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