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The Pathfinder 
A Publ icat ion o f  the  Unitarian Universal ist  Fe l lowship o f  DeKalb  

Together as a reli-
gious community, we 
put our liberal faith in 
action, striving to 
nurture our families 
and our spiritual 
lives, protect the 
earth, eliminate pov-
erty, and stop oppres-
sion, while offer-
ing love and hope for 
all.  

 

(UUFD mission statement 
adopted May 17, 2009) 

 
 
MINISTER: Rev. Allen Harden  (minister@uufdekalb.org or 773-288-2394) 
OFFICE MANAGER: Kathryn Jones (Please contact her online or by phone)   
PRESIDENT: Tom Stamatakos     TREASURER: Ashley Ford 
 
Office Manager Office Hours: Wed 10 - 3 and Fri 10 - 3 
Church Office phone number: 815-756-7089          
email: office@uufdekalb.org    Web site: uufdekalb.org 
In case of an emergency, call Board Past President Jenny Stamatakos, or President Tom Sta-
matakos. 

CONTACTS: 

DEADLINE 
The deadline for the June 

edition of the Pathfinder is 
Sept 19th. Please note 

that this is the third Sunday 
of the month. Submissions 
are to be sent to the church  

office via email: 
office@uufdekalb.org. 

158 N. Fourth St.                DeKalb, IL 60115 

September Theme: Reason 
 
 
Whether in science, philosophy, law, and 
so many other fields in the academy and in 
the “real” world, reason has been and is a 
powerful tool in the search for truth and 
the accumulation of wisdom. Yet, given 
fake news, alternative facts, falsehoods, 
conspiracy theories, and deception, reason 
is under assault from many places.   

 
Sept 5 – Being Reasonable 
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Worship Leader 
Diane Johns, Assistant  
 
Sept 12 – Should we Trust in Reason? 
Rev. Allen Harden, Worship Leader 
Dorothy Coleman, Assistant 
 
Sept 19 – Excuses, Excuses 
Ed Miguel, Worship Leader 
Vanstrom Dracul, Assistant 
 
Sept 26 –  
Diane Johns, Worship Leader 
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Assistant 

August Theme: Communion 
 

The Latin root of communion means 
“fellowship, mutual participation, or 
sharing.” The word implies a deep con-
nection, which is the outcome of partic-
ipating in community in meaningful 
ways. It is a process of giving and re-
ceiving, the work of heart and hands, an 
invitation to friend and stranger alike. 
No altar is required, just a welcome 
table with room for one more, always 
one more.   
 
Aug 1 – One 
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Worship Leader 
Dorothy Coleman, Assistant 
 

Aug 8 –  
Dave Becker, Worship Leader 
Diane Johns, Assistant 
 

Aug 15– Relating to Each Other 
Ed Miguel, Worship Leader 
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Assistant 
 

Aug 22 –  
Diane Johns, Worship Leader 
Vanstrom Dracul, Assistant 
 

Aug 29 – Ingathering: Together Again 
Rev. Allen Harden, Worship Leader 
Ed Miguel, Assistant 

Online Worship 
For the duration of the COVID

-19 crisis, UUFD is holding 

online worship services at our 

usual time – Sundays at 10 

a.m. Join the service each Sun-

day at uufdekalb.org/live.  

Fellowship Zoom starts at 9:30. 

Note: We hope to begin meeting 

in person on Aug. 29, but please 

watch the eNews and Facebook 

for updates as we respond to the 

current situation. See the safety 

policy on page 4.  

mailto:awhinchicago@gmail.com
https://uufdekalb.org/live
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UUFD Staff News 

 Time can be incredibly elastic – some things just 
whiz by while others slowly plod forward a little at a 
time.  This summertime is going very fast for me.  It 
seems like the warm days just arrived and we are al-
ready preparing for a new school year, a new church 
year, and turning the corner to Autumn time.  By 
contrast, when I was a child, summer vacations 
seemed to last an eternity. 
 
In other ways, waiting can feel like it lasts forever. 
This pandemic time feels endless. Whenever we 
reach some positive milestone, and we are teased 
with the possibility of establishing a new normal 
without Covid, something throws a monkey wrench 
into the situation and threatens whatever progress we 
have made. While some claim that new variants of 
the virus are what is raising infection levels, it is ap-
pears to me that most of the backsliding is due to our 
own behavior. 
 
We seem to have a penchant for ignoring truths that 
are inconvenient -- we just put our heads in the sand 
and hope that the problems we don’t like will just go 
away. It was many months ago that we got a simple 
set of instructions: get vaccinated if possible; main-
tain social distance from persons who are not vac-
cinated; wear masks; wash hands; and avoid crowds. 
If we all followed these rules, there would be little or 
no Covid threatening our well-being today.  As Pogo 
famously said “We have met the enemy, and he is 
us.” We (the public) tend to deny the presence of 
problems we find uncomfortable.  Climate change 
and the pandemic are clear examples. Inequality, 
poverty, and oppression are among many others.  
 
We have so much to be thankful for in this miracle of 
life we all share, but we, and we alone, can face our 

challenges. In our UU congregation, we aspire to be 
open and candid – about things that are good and 
about the problems we face. It is not always easy, but 
we try to be forthcoming as we move forward. We 
still expect to open our Sanctuary for Sunday worship 
on August 29, but it seems we must still make adjust-
ments and take serious precautions in order to do so 
in a way that minimized the possibility of threats to 
our health and the health of those around us. I ask 
that you all remain patient as we feel our way into an 
unknown future. 
 
I have full confidence that we will continue to care 
for one another. 
 

 In faith, 
 
 Rev. Allen 
 
 

Minister’s “office” hours: 
Please feel free to email, text, or call Rev. Allen at any time. In the absence of physical gatherings, this is the main way he com-
municates with congregants. His phone number is 773-288-2394, and his email address is minister@uufdekalb.org. 
 
Rev. Allen plans to gradually reestablish a physical presence in DeKalb, with decisions guided by caution and continuing concern 
for our health and safety. Allen has been fully vaccinated since Feb 4, and is eager to meet with individuals or (very) small groups. 
How we do this depends on everyone’s vaccination status, the latest health advisories, and the weather. Please call or text him to 
make arrangements if you wish to schedule an in-person visit.  

Minister’s Thoughts 

mailto:minister@uufdekalb.org
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Mark Your Calendar For These UUFD Events 

At this point, most in-person events are canceled, except the drive-up WE Pantry and the Hope Haven meal. Keep an eye on our web-
site and Facebook page for more updates. And please reach out to the church office to subscribe to the weekly electronic news if you 

haven’t already done so. 

Note: We hope to begin in-person church services with Ingathering on Sunday, Aug. 29. Please watch the eNews and Facebook 

for updates and see policies on page 4. 

Ongoing Events 
Yoga with Ed Miguel – Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. at UUFD  
Restorative Meditation – Cancelled 
Buddhist Study Group via Zoom – 1st & 3rd Sundays at 11:45 a.m. 
Zoom links are sent to everyone on the Buddhist Group mailing list. If someone not on our mailing list would like to join us, please 
contact Howard Solomon at dochoward00001@gmail.com. 
The Gazebo Gang, a.k.a. Ordinary Folk Musical Gathering – 2nd & 4th Sundays at 2 p.m. 
  

August 2021 

Aug 15 – Board Meeting – 11:45 a.m. via Zoom 

Aug 17 – Hope Haven Meal –  6:30 p.m. (3rd Tuesdays) 

Aug 19 – Touchstones Small Group Discussion – 7:30 p.m. via Zoom 

Aug 28 – Drive-thru WE Pantry – 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

 

September 2021 
Sept 19 – Board Meeting – 11:45 a.m. via Zoom  
Sept 16 – Touchstones Small Group Discussion – 7:30 p.m. via Zoom  
Sept 21 – Hope Haven Meal 6:30 p.m.  
Sept 25 – Drive-Thru WE Panty 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

The worship theme for August is Communion; for September the theme is Reason. 
 
The worship leaders will use these themes to guide their services throughout the month. We encourage you to take a look at 
the Touchstones Journal on our website at uufdekalb.org/touchstones (or pick up a copy at the table by the magazine rack) 
and hope it will lead to deeper discussions! 

UUFD/CRMS Annual School Supply Drive is Back!!!! 

  As many of you may remember, each year UUFD helps me collect school supplies for the students of Clinton Rosette 
Middle School. Our school is up to 70% low income students and the supplies you have all donated over the years made a dif-
ference to every single kid who received them! 
 When kids came back in the spring this year, we went through almost every single thing we had left over. There was 
no sharing of anything, so we went right through every pencil, colored pencil and pen that we had! 

     I welcome any of you who care to donate to help support our students again this year. It’s easy to do….Here’s how you can 
help! 

1. You can buy supplies and drop them off to me or I can pick them up from you. 

2. You can donate money or a check to me and I will buy the supplies. I can pick it up or you can mail it to me! 

Any and all supplies are welcomed, but the big things we always need are pencils, colored pencils, paper, pens, and folders. 
We are starting the year with nothing, so any amount of donation is so very helpful and so very appreciated! 

Here is my phone number and address. Please let me know how I could help you contribute to this worthy cause! 

Sharon Blake   331 Manning Dr. 
815-757-2444    DeKalb,Il  

mailto:dochoward00001@gmail.com
https://uufdekalb.org/lifelong-learning/adults/touchstone%20journal
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UUFD RESUMPTION OF CHURCH OPERATIONS & BUILDING USAGE  

Updated and passed by the Board of Trustees – 5/22/2021 

1. It is the goal of UUFD to demonstrate care for the safe operation of our building, facilities and our congregation during a time of 

transmission risk for COVID-19. We strongly encourage all members and visitors to get vaccinated before gathering in person. 
We require that all persons visiting or attending services at UUFD continue to wear masks when entering the building to protect 

the vulnerable or our children who cannot yet be vaccinated. 

2. The Board of Trustees will use the following guidelines for resuming church operations in the building: 

a. Following the guidelines of the Illinois Dept. of Health (IDPH): 

*<8% Positivity rate in our region. 

*Ensure no more than 50% of room capacity is exceeded. 

*Limit choir singing to pre-recorded video or outdoor venues (ex. gazebo). 

*Install hand sanitizer dispensers at the entrance to common areas.  

*Post signage encouraging the use of sanitizers before & after events. 

b. Considering the guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC): 

*Utilize air exchange and/or air purification equipment in the facility common areas to reduce the effect of viral 
transmission aerosols. 

*Monitor the build-up of CO2 within the common areas with an active alarm detection device or similar equipment 

to ensure air exchange is maintained. 

*Provide masks for congregation and visitors who do not supply their own PPE.  

*Request individuals who choose to not abide mask wearing requirements leave the facility.  

*Close the facility for 72 hours should any visitor be known to have entered the building who tested positive for any 
Coronavirus variant. The building will be cleaned and sanitized before re-opening. 

2. We understand that attaining a “zero level” of risk of transmission is not feasible, but we do endeavor to take reasonable precau-

tions to protect our congregation and visitors, keeping in mind the comfort level of each individual may not be met. We promote 
the inherent worth and dignity of all persons following the principles of our Unitarian Universalist faith.  

3. UUFD reserves the right to update this guideline should regional metrics or conditions change. The Board of Trustees is responsi-

ble for maintenance of this policy. 

Hope Haven Volunteering - What's My Why? 
This is a new feature section to highlight the stories of our Hope Haven Volunteers. You can see them here and in the E-news. Over the com-

ing months, regular Hope Haven volunteers will be sharing their stories under the heading, "What's My Why? Our member volunteers will 
share their thoughts and reflections about how they started volunteering, why they do it, and tips and tricks they've learned that 

make volunteering easy.  
 

In this issue we will hear from our longest-standing Hope Haven volunteer, Sharon Blake. Here is her "Why?" 
 

Hope Haven is an organization near and dear to my heart. We’ve been members of UUFD since 1995, and shortly after joining my husband, 
Brian, became the coordinator for our monthly dinners there. It was a job he loved and I have been contributing every month since he died in 
2003 in his memory. When Brian would work the Tuesday night dinners he would never get home until 9 or 9:30. I figured he was just slow at 

doing the dishes, but one Sunday we had a visitor who got up at Joys and Concerns, where I found out the truth. Back then, congregation 
members would do the serving, and this man told us that Brian was the only volunteer there who would sit down and talk with the residents 

while they were eating. So, that’s the real reason for his lateness! 
 

Please consider taking a turn contributing to the UUFD dinners and help us continue this very important UUFD tradition. You don’t need to 
spend hours there like Brian did, but the need for nutritious and delicious food has never been greater! Let’s work together to feed our neigh-
bors! Sign up today, buy or make your contribution and drop it off on our day. It’s that simple. If Brian were here he would thank you! Thanks 

for helping us feed those who need it! 

One more interesting Hope Haven fact….UUFD has a reputation for delicious dinners, so let’s keep the momentum going!!! Thanks again 
 

Sharon Blake 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DR. CLINTON J. JESSER 
November 28, 1934 - December 11, 2020 

Dr, Clinton J. Jesser, 86, of DeKalb, Illinois, died Thursday, December 11, 2020, at Bria Care Center in Geneva, 
Illinois, due to complications from a fall at home a few weeks earlier. 

He was born November 28, 1934 in Streeter, Illinois, the son of Henry and Hulda (Brenniese) Jesser. He had an 
older brother, Delton Jesser, of Moorhead, Minnesota. Clinton married Marilyn Smith in Huron, South Dakota on 
August 24, 1958. 

Following high school graduation, Clinton attended Sioux Falls College in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, obtaining a 
Bachelors Degree in Social Science. He attended South Dakota State University in Brookings, South Dakota, ob-
taining a Masters Degree in Sociology, and a Doctoral Degree from Michigan State University in Lansing, Michi-
gan. Prior to joining the faculty at Northern Illinois University in 1964, he taught Rural Sociology at the University 
of Missouri for three years. Clinton was a member of First Congregational United Church of Christ in DeKalb since 
1965. He was a member of several professional organizations related to his teaching career for many years. 

He is survived by his former wife, Marilyn Yordy of Sycamore; his daughter, Lisa Greenacre of Santa Monica, Cal-
ifornia; his son, Nathan Jesser of DeKalb; two grandchildren, Jacob Greenacre of Scottsdale, Arizona and Lara 
Greenacre of Santa Monica, California and four nephews; He is also survived by his friend and companion, Priscil-
la Voss. 

He was preceded in death by both parents and his brother Delton Jesser. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to the Dr. Clinton J. Jesser Memorial Fund, addressed to 
the Jesser Family in care of Anderson Funeral Home, P.O. Box 605, 2011 South Fourth Street, DeKalb, IL 
60115. 
 

Dear UUFD Friends and Family, Please spread the word... 

Clinton’s Memorial Service will be held: 
Friday, August 20, 2021 11:00 a.m. 
First Congregational United Church of Christ 
615 North First Street DeKalb, IL 60115 
 
Light Lunch following 
The Lincoln Inn at Faranda's 
302 Grove St, DeKalb, IL 60115 

Peace and Love, Lolly Voss  

JOYS & SORROWS 
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Featured Hope Haven Recipe 

Submitted by Danica Lovings: Here is a recipe that can be made for your family or multiplied for an easy Hope Haven 
contribution 

Have you ever made a dump cake? It typically consists of a yellow cake mix, chunks of butter and some sort of pie fill-
ing. 

I've often made dump cakes for the Hope Haven meal dessert. It's easy to make in a large foil catering pan in the oven 
and there is no one who doesn't love it. Top it with Cool-whip, whipped cream or ice cream and you can't go wrong! 
Make it for your next family picnic or triple it for an easy Hope Haven dessert! Here is a tried and true dump cake reci-
pe. 

Cherry Pineapple Dump Cake 
 

Ingredients 
 

20 oz. can of Crushed Pineapple with juice 
21 oz. can of Cherry Pie Filling 

1 box of Yellow Cake Mix 
1 stick of unsalted butter 

1/2 of chopped pecans 
 

Instructions 
Preheat oven to 350º degrees F. 
Dump one 20 oz. can of crushed pineapple with juice in a 9×13 baking dish. 
Dump one 21 oz. can of cherry pie filling over pineapple and spread evenly. 
Take one box of yellow cake mix and evening spread cake mix over the cherry pie filling. 
Chop up on stick of butter into small squares and spread evenly across cake mix. This will create a nice crust. 
Add chopped pecans to the top and spread over the rest of the cake. 
Place baking dish in oven for 35-45 minutes or until topping is slightly browned. 
Wait till it cools and dive in. 

 

Find it online: https://www.joyfulhealthyeats.com/cherry-pineapple-dump-cake/  

Hope Haven News! 
 

Thank you to our June/July Hope Haven Volunteers 
In June, UUFD members provided Beefy Tater-tot Casserole for a main dish, along with sides, dessert and staples. In July the 

main dish was Submarine Sandwiches. Thank you very much to the following volunteers for providing these tasty meals! 
 

June volunteers: Mary Von Zellen, Maylan Dunn-Kenny, Danica Lovings, Gretchen Sigwart, Sheryl Nak, Ashley Ford, Gretchen 
Sigwart, Sharon Blake, and Virginia Wilcox (June was an especially tough month to find volunteers, so thank you to Maylan 
Dunn-Kenney, Sharon Blake and Danica Lovings, who each filled two spots). 
 
July volunteers: Sharon Blake, Toni Tollerud, Mary Von Zellen, Diane Johns, Gretchen Sigwart, Sheryl Nak, Charles Sigwart, 
Linda Slabon, Danica Lovings and 
Virginia Wilcox. 

 
Sign up for August and September Hope Haven meals! 

 
The August and September Hope Haven sign-up sheets are ready for volunteers. Please don't hesitate to ask for help. It's a simple 
and important way to contribute to our mission and our community.  

 
August Theme: Ground Beef Stroganoff for a Crowd 
September Theme: Taco Tuesday! 
 

If you have questions or suggestions for meal themes, please contact  
Danica Lovings at 815-901-4625 or danica855@gmail.com.  

https://amzn.to/2QyK4TW
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Looking for volunteers for the Congregational Care Committee. 

It has come to our attention that there are no members for the Congregational Care Committee so we are looking for some vol-
unteers before we return to in-person services.  

Here is a description of the committee’s functions: 

Congregational Care - Encourage and support volunteerism throughout the congregation, including organizing coffee hour 
volunteer, greeters and office volunteers. Provide and maintain nametags. Submit proposals as needed to the Board of Trus-
tees.  Coordinate with/fill-in for the Minister in responding to member needs when illness or crises occur; coordinate dinners 
and support for members ill or in crisis. Reach out to and support homebound and transportation for members in need. Initiate 
and coordinate support groups and social events for members.  

Obviously this is an important committee however with many members the tasks can be split up.   

 

If you are interested in helping out in this way, please contact Sharon Blake and she can help you get 
started, sblake202@gmail.com  

 

 
Get to know the UUFD Live Love Team 

 
 
In March and April of 2021 the UUFD Vote Love Team transformed!  During 2020 the Vote Love Team 
worked hard to support get out the vote efforts and connect with folks as Covid raged on.  Then in January and 
February, Rev. Linda (your Minister Emerita) with UU Advocacy Network co-director, Rev. Karen Mooney, 
pondered our next steps.  Our Vote Love Team was invited to reassess, recruit, and commit to a UUANI Pilot 
Project.  Rev. Linda, Kara & Dave Becker, Laura Chessman, Diane Johns, Maylan Dunn Kenney, Toni Tol-
lerud, and Mandy Wescott, are now the UUFD LIVE LOVE TEAM!  Our  commitment is to the following 
Mission and Pilot Project:   
 
Our Mission:   We will reflect, learn, and act to transform racism within ourselves, in our relationships, and in 
our community. 
  
Why are we a part of the UU Advocacy Network of IL pilot project? 
This year UUANI is embarking on a pilot program to bring brave spaces into congregations for reflection 
about racism that individuals encounter in the world.  Within this project we are encouraging people to partici-
pate in three things:  
·        engage in ongoing education about racism and its historic roots in our culture,  
·        cultivate a position of proximity with humility  
https://theseattleschool.edu/blog/antiracism-posture-proximity/ 
·        reflect on experiences in caucused uncomfortable conversation spaces (based on peace / listening circles) 
 
In June, Rev. Linda and Toni attended a 3 day training in restorative justice and peace/listening circle work.  As 
our current group deepens our trust and explores racism together, it is our hope that we will be able to form ad-

ditional groups, offer this experience to others, and expand our commitment to anti-racism awareness  
and action.  

https://theseattleschool.edu/blog/antiracism-posture-proximity/
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What is This Heaviness? 

By Dr. Christopher Pierson 
Submitted by Mary Von Zellen  

  
What is this heaviness that weighs on you?  

  
The heaviness that weighs on you weighs on me too.  

I am, because we are, Ubuntu.  

Is it the heaviness of Ahmaud, of Sandra, of Breonna, or Amadou?  

Is it the heaviness of Emmett of Mamie?  

Is it the heaviness of Eric, the heaviness of Erica?  

Is it the heaviness of Martin, of Malcolm, of Coretta or Betty?  

Or is it the weight of unsolved, unpunished, or unnoticed?  

Is it the weight of unfinished, unwilling, unaddressed? 

Is it the weight of St. George’s, of Mother Emanuel, of 1619 or 

1492? 

She’s my Mother too. 

Is it the cumulative weight of generations of hate?  

Is it the weight of LGBTQ, of #MeToo, or #ChurchToo? 

Is it the weight of the eyes that watch closely as you pass by?  

Is it the car with the blue lights that slow enough to keep you in 

sight? 

Is it the purse that is clutched, the whisper, the unnatural hush?  

What is this heaviness that weighs on you?  

The heaviness that weighs on you weighs on #MeToo. 

I am, because we are, Ubuntu.  

Is it the weight of “calves like cantaloupes”?  

Is it the weight of “good people on both sides”? 

Or is it the weight of “the China Virus,” the “Hong Kong or Spanish 

Flu”? 

If #BlackLivesMatter, and #BlueLivesMatter, and #AllLivesMatter  

Then you should feel my heaviness too.  

You, too, could speak up, speak out, act up, and act out. 

Eric can’t speak, George can’t speak… 

Though they can’t speak, their blood cries out from the ground.  

With the weight of a choke hold and the heaviness of a knee they 

said, “I can’t breathe.” 

This is the heaviness I feel. I Can’t Breathe…” Can you? 

Ubuntu! 

By Christopher Pierson   © 2020-2024 

  
Rev. Dr. Christopher Pierson is Senior Pastor at Gary United Meth-
odist Church in Wheaton, Illinoisand contributes to Just Peace Cafe   

 

https://justpeacecafe.com/

