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Sunday Services: Service 10:00 A.M. till 11:15 A.M.
Together as a religious community, we
put our liberal faith in
action, striving to
nurture our families
and our spiritual
lives, protect the
earth, eliminate poverty, and stop oppression, while offering love and hope for
all.
(UUFD mission statement
adopted May 17, 2009)

DEADLINE
The deadline for the June/
July edition of the Pathfinder is May 15, 2016.
Please note that this is the
third Sunday of the month.
Submissions are to be sent
to the church
office via email:
office@uufdekalb.org or
hard copy left in Pathfinder
editor mailbox in the library.

THE PATHFINDER
CONTACT INFO
Editor: Melissa Blake
Phone: 757-3131
E-mail: Mellow1422@aol.
com

April Theme: What does it mean to be a people of Creation?
Creativity is simply our ability to dream things up
and make them happen. — Peggy Taylor
Amen. It is about dreaming and imagination. It is
about being able to envision what others haven’t.
It is about noticing connections that haven’t been
drawn. Even connections between us and the
earth, and us and each other. To be a people of
creation is indeed to dream the “not yet.” But
what about that other part? “...and make them
happen.” There’s something in there that sometimes gets short shrift. Yes, creation requires the
ability to imagine the “not yet,” but it also requires the courage to live into it.
April 3
Choir singing
Ed Miguel, Worship Leader
Irene Faivre, Assistant
Sermon: Partners in Creation
April 10
Choir Singing
Rev. Linda Slabon, Worship Leader
Dave Becker, Assistant
Sermon: Dream the "Not Yet"
April 17
Choir Singing
Rev. Linda Slabon, Worship Leader
Forrest Brandon, Assistant
Sermon: Fail, Create, Fail Better, Create
April 24
Choir Singing
Irene Faivre, Worship Leader
Maylan Dunn-Kenney, Assistant
Sermon: In the Beginning

May Theme: Blessing
May 1
Choir Singing
Jack Lazzara, Worship Leader
Irene Faivre, Assistant
Sermon: May Day, A Celebration of Life
May 8
Choir singing
Flower Communion
Rev. Linda, Worship Leader
Allen Harden, Assistant
Sermon: But I Don't FEEL Blessed
May 15
No choir
Allen Harden, Worship Leader
Ed Miguel, Assistant
Short service followed by congregational meeting
Sermon: Finding our Blessings
May 22
No choir
Irene Faivre, Worship Leader
Forrest Brandon, Assistant
Sermon: Blessed Be
May 29
No choir
Allen Harden, Worship Leader
Jack Lazzara, Assistant
Sermon: Speaking Hopes and Fears Out Loud: An
Atheist Finds Prayer

CONTACTS:

MINISTER: Rev. Linda Slabon
OFFICE MANAGER: Beth Schewe
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Toni Tollerud
PRESIDENT: Bill Lamb
TREASURER: Lon Clark
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CHAIR: Gladys Sanchez
Minister’s Office Hours: Tuesday/Friday by appointment
Office Manager Office Hours: Wed 9 - 2 and Fri 10 - 3
Church Office phone number: 815-756-7089
email: office@uufdekalb.org
Web site: uufdekalb.org

In case of an emergency, call Rev. Slabon at 815-501-4788, the Board President Bill Lamb or
the Past President Tom Stamatakos.
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Minister’s Musings
Recently Toni and I have been saying this phrase to one another with
regularity: “Well, it appears we are
in the whirling vortex again!” The
whirling vortex is the place where
life’s demands come at you with the
power of disruption and change. We
hang on and respond to life’s demands as best we can. I’d be willing
to bet that you know this place as
well.
Recently the whirling vortex has
included the following: 1. My need
to go to physical therapy to rectify
the fact that it was getting more and
more painful for me to walk. 2.
Toni’s work has required her to respond to several deaths – including
faculty, faculty family members, and
to respond to the serious illness of
other faculty. 3. Our WASHING
MACHINE broke down the day before we left for 2 weeks. There was
a mountain of laundry to do. This
resulted in go to the Laundromat #1.
Come home with a mountain of
laundry to do – go to the Laundromat #2. The guy comes to fix the
washer – It needs a part. He comes
back. “It’s fixed.” Short story – that
would be a “nope, it isn’t.” Call the
guy again. Needs another part. Currently we are asking: Will it be
fixed? OR will go-to-Laundromat
#3 be a necessity?
And 4. As many of you already
know, my brother Wayne, who nearly died and has been in three hospitals (two in Georgia and then transferred to Rush, Chicago), has now
moved in with Toni and me at our
home. Currently I take him to dialysis three times a week and to other
necessary appointments. Our goal

together is to continue to strengthen
his ability to care for himself, and
then settle him into his own place
here in DeKalb. As an online instructor with his Ph.D. in I.T., he
hopes to teach again one day. He is
doing remarkably well considering
that his whole life, as he knew it, has
been torn away from him.
So this brings me to what seems to
be a personal and professional
theme: TRANSITION!
How has all this affected me? Two
things I’ve noticed right away – I am
more tired, and I now have no trouble sticking to a 50% time-schedule
as minister of UUFD. Together me,
Toni, and you – the congregation –
are fast approaching our final year as
minister and music director at
UUFD. Rev. Lisa Presley’s presentation on Ministerial Transitions at
the January Western Cresent Leadership Day taught us that ministerial
transitions…







Are times of liminality – living
in the margins.
Are times of emotional changes
and challenges in the congregation.
Raise all sorts of questions:
Who you are, where you are going, and what is next.
Can be a time of rejuvenation for
congregations as you think
through to your new future.
Remind us that the biggest thing
is to breathe!

In the months ahead, you will hear
more and more about this theme of
TRANSITION, from me and from

UUFD Staff News




Rev. Linda’s hours are by appointment. Please call 815-501-4788.
Office manager Beth Schewe’s hours are Wed 9 - 2 and Fri 10 - 3.
Rev. Linda and Toni will be on vacation from May 18 until June 13.

the UUFD Transition Team:
Board member: Bill Lamb
Ministry Council Member: Clark
Neher

At-Large Members: Jenny Stamtakos, Will Ireland, Beau Anderson,
and Donna Veeneman
You – the congregation – and the
UUFD leadership will begin to sort
out the options ahead (such as Interim
ministry, Lay-led ministry, Espresso
strength interim, Contract ministry,
and Shared ministry). Interim ministry time allows for a congregation to
figure out who they want to be without their former minister and to make
decisions. The Rev. Lisa Presley,
Congregational Life Consultant of the
MidAmerica Region wrote this note
recently, “Rockton and DeKalb people, let me know how we can best help
facilitate conversations about shared
ministry. One thing to talk about will
be timelines, as well. Thanks for all
the great work you’re doing to make
your congregations even stronger.”
I look forward to continuing our
strong ministry together over the next
15 months, even when we are in the
midst of the whirling vortex!!
In the Spirit of Life,
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Mark Your Calendar For These UUFD Events
April

1
2
3
3
3
5
6
6
10
10
10
12
(doors open at 6:30 p.m.)
17
19
23
26
April 29 – May 1

May
4
7
7
11
15
15
28

Restorative Meditation (Friday evenings)
5:30 p.m.
Yin Yoga Workshop
1 to 3 p.m.
Annual Pledge Drive Kick-off Party/Potluck
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Buddhist Study Group and Meditation (1st and 3rd Sundays)
Noon to 1:30 p.m.
Svaroopa Yoga with Ed Miguel (Sundays)
5 to 6:30 p.m.
English Country Dance (Tuesdays)
5 to 8 p.m.
Svaroopa Yoga with Ed Miguel (Wednesdays)
6:30 p.m.
UUFD Board Meeting
7:30 p.m.
Non-theist Discussion Group (2nd and 4th Sundays)
Noon
Ordinary Folk Musical Gathering (2nd and 4th Sundays)
2 to 3:30 p.m.
Western Crescent Choir Fest, Rockford UU Church
4 p.m.
He Named Me Malala – free film at the Egyptian Theater co-sponsored by UUFD Social Justice 7 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
UUFD Social Justice Meeting with UU-ANI representative
Noon
Hope Haven Meal
UUFD Spring Gala
6 p.m.
PFLAG
7 to 8:30 p.m.
UUA MidAmerica Regional Assembly in St. Paul, MN
UUFD Board Meeting
Yin Yoga Workshop
Woman Spirit Conference Planning Meeting (UUFD library)
Stitch and Witch
UUFD Congregational Meeting, following a short 10 a.m. worship service
Tree of Life UU (McHenry, IL) Choir Fundraising Concert at UUFD
Welcome Café and Community Kitchen Brunch and Welcome Essentials Pantry

7:30 p.m.
1 to 3 p.m.
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
7:30 to 9 p.m.
4 p.m.
10 a.m. to Noon

A Note About the Pathfinder
If you would like to receive your Pathfinder electronically, rather than receiving a hard copy by mail,
please let Beth know in the church office! Please help us save paper and postage if you like reading it
online.

Annual Western Crescent Choir Festival Set For April 10
Join the UUFD Choir and about 80 other voices for the Annual Western Crescent Choir Festival, Sunday,
April 10th at the Rockford Unitarian Church at 4 p.m. Light refreshments will be
served following the concert. Other choirs will include Tree of Life from McHenry, Rockford, Geneva, and Elgin. If you have questions, feel free to talk to Bonnie
or Toni!!!
Hope to see you there!!
TONI
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JOYS & SORROWS
Cele Meyer has been in the hospital recently, and she will be moving to Oakcrest in early April. She will be leaving her
long-time home, which has been a hub of social justice, interfaith, and community work, as well as a place of loving
family memories. Please send her love and support as she goes through an important life transition, and consider paying
her a visit at Oakcrest during the month of April. Cele also wants to share a joy: her appreciation to Irene Faivre for driving her to services at UUFD on Sunday mornings.

Please keep Gene Desavouret in your thoughts and prayers as he faces a number of upcoming medical tests.
Rev. Linda's brother, Wayne Slabon, has moved into her and Toni's home after 2 1/2 months of hospitalization. He is on
dialysis and hopes in the future to have a liver and kidney transplant. Your prayers and good wishes are always appreciated.
Congratulations to Sue Willis, who will be taking over Frank O'Barski's county board seat. Thank you, Sue, for honoring Frank and supporting the community through this important service.
Dave Becker, Kara Becker, Josh Becker, Vanstrom Dracul, Gladys Sanchez, and Buddy will be attending the UUA General Assembly in Columbus, Ohio, June 22-24. It is with great joy that we wish our young people well on their journey
to learn more about our larger faith community. Anyone interested in learning more about GA can contact Dave.

Masquerade Fun at This Year’s UUFD Gala
The annual UUFD Gala will be held on April 23rd at 6:00 p.m. As always we will have dinner, dancing, silent auction, and the wonderful dessert auction. But this year will be something special. The gala theme for this year is Masquerade. Attendees are invited to wear costumes. There will be a costume
contest with prizes for our winners. Childcare will be provided. Adult tickets:
$25, Children: $15.
Thank you to those who have already made donations for the Gala Silent
Auction! If you would like to make a donation, contact Beth in the church
office or fill out the Gala auction donation form: http://www.uufdekalb.org/
GalaAuction

Mark Your Calendar For These Upcoming Events!



On Sunday, April 3, there will be a pot luck at coffee hour to kick off the annual pledge drive. Please bring a dish to
pass. Coffee and punch will be provided also. Please join us as we kick off the pledge drive for another year. Questions? Ask Sharon Blake (sblake202@gmail.com).
All are invited to the upcoming congregational meeting, Sunday, May 15, after a short service. Voting UUFD members are especially encouraged to attend because we need a quorum to vote on new leaders for the upcoming year.
Childcare will be provided.
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UUFD President’s Corner
Hi, UUFD,
I feel that this is a great time to open the doors of communication due to the times we are in right now. Many of us are undergoing
personal challenges that we as individuals have yet to see or experience in our lifetimes. We also have types of challenges that are
facing us in our future at UUFD such as those we’ve not yet faced. All require growth and maturation. And all are a process.
We have several different paths that we as a congregation can take in our journey and we should always hope to have choices in
direction with whatever we face. The more immediate journey I have in my mind is that Rev. Linda will be retiring this upcoming
year. While I feel we have made fantastic strides in policies, community, organization, spirituality and all of the things that make a
church with Rev. Linda’s guidance, it is our charge to continue this development and grow toward a vision that has inspired us to
journey forward.
There are many things that will happen as we move from the secure, capable guidance we’ve enjoyed with Rev. Linda and move
into the path we choose as our own future spiritual/fiscal endeavors. We will have many resources to tap into presented by The
Mid-America Conference of The UUA as well as other member congregations experiencing or having recently experienced many
of these same challenges. The message I have regarding this is that we are not alone and we will have guidance.
I have volunteered to head up a “Transition Team” that will get information to all of the congregation about the steps we need to
take moving toward the development of a search committee, the type of leadership we will seek and how the congregation’s needs
will be met. This will be an education process for all of us, so I ask us to be patient with each other in our growth. Please keep an
open mind throughout the stages of transition and keep an eye out for the information we will be presenting to the congregation.
In Loving Service,
Bill Lamb
President, UUFD Board

BOOK TALK
By Beau Anderson, Church Librarian and Archivist
Most UUFD members and friends know that the church’s library has existed for quite
some time, but not all may be aware that these books circulate and that they can be
checked out at any time the library is available. The collection is primarily designed to
reflect UU interests and beliefs. The books are divided into about twenty subject areas,
for example, parenting, women’s studies, LGBT and Buddhism. There are books for
fact-finding, pleasure reading, self-help, inspiration, new ideas and more.
Here’s a brief description about one book that is a good example of items in the collection. The book is The Spiral Staircase: My Climb Out of Darkness by Karen Armstrong. The book is an autobiography of Armstrong’s departure from a Roman Catholic
convent. After seven years she left, failing to find God. Armstrong’s despair was further fueled by a failed spirituality, doctorate, jobs and fruitless dealings with psychiatrists. She was finally diagnosed and given proper treatment, releasing her from her
“private hell.” Spiral Staircase has been called an extraordinary history of self. I found
it a gripping page-turner.
Librarians everywhere most likely had to learn the Laws of Library Science, five laws
created in the early 1930s by S. R. Ranganathan. Two of them are still true for our library today: Every reader has his or her book and every book its reader.
If you have difficulty using the library or have questions about the library, don’t hesitate to ask me!
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Remembering Blythe Stason
By Allen Harden, Student Minister
I never met Blythe Stason. But, after watching him on video and speaking to
some of his friends and loved ones, I can see that he was a man I would have
liked to know. His death this summer was a true loss to many members of
the UUFD community, and he is remembered fondly as we all move forward
in our own lives.
Blythe’s wife, Judy, explains that Blythe was searching for a church, and almost joined the DeKalb UCC. But the UCC pastor, Rev. Gastinger, heard in
Blythe’s spiritual thoughts a call to Unitarian Universalism and wisely suggested he try out our fellowship. Joe Gastinger remained a close friend of the
Stasons and presided at their marriage, but UUFD became Blythe’s religious
home. Judy explains that Blythe was immediately drawn to the friendly and
welcoming persons he met in this congregation. Our UU religious practice
did challenge his thoughts and feed him spiritually, but it was engagement
with members that truly sustained him here. Blythe grew especially close to
Dennis Durler and Frank O’Barski, who also died recently. We hold our departed close in our hearts.
In all of the memories of Blythe Stason that have been related to me, the consistent theme is that he liked and collected people in his life. Sometimes
these were folks that shared one of his many interests – vintage automobiles,
Shakespeare, the law, or anything related to London. Others were just people that stimulated and challenged him. Lon
and Kathy Clark recall many gatherings at the Stason’s home on Twombly Road that brought together interesting individuals from many walks of like, all connected through common friendship with Blythe.
Blythe was an outspoken man of clear opinion. If you have not seen it, I refer you to an online You Tube video that was
made during a WLBK radio show where Blythe addressed his experience with colon cancer and his attitudes towards
life and death. At one point, he explained that he saw suicide as a sometimes acceptable option for those facing terminal
illness, potentially including himself. When the interviewer asked if his suicide might conflict with his commitment to
the law, Blythe quickly replied, “So, sue me ”. The smile that accompanied this retort is a window to Blythe’s being. He
loved ideas, contrary notions, and repartee; and he clearly enjoyed the opportunity to scandalize this interviewer. Blythe
was an active mind.
Judy Stason does not identify as a UU, but during the many times she accompanied Blythe to UUFD, she built many
lasting friendships of her own. She continues to engage socially with many of her UUFD friends, and welcomes their
ongoing participation in her life. So while Blythe Stason is now forever gone from our church and congregation, we
still can keep Judy in our community.

In order to reach a broader audience and to share the good news of Unitarian Universalism, we are renaming the UUA
Bookstore to inSpirit: The UU Book and Gift Shop.
The word inspirit is rich in meaning. It can mean to fill with spirit, to encourage, to exhilarate, or to bestow with
strength or purpose. As inSpirit, we will continue to offer a wide range of books andgifts that reflect the values of our
UU movement, including titles from Skinner House Books and Beacon Press, selected titles from other publishers, and
fair trade items.
We invite you to visit the inSpirit website. And please let us know what you think.
Happy reading!
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The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of DeKalb Social Justice Ministry is partnering with
the Egyptian Theater, the NIU Muslim Student Association, Friends of Jane Adeny Memorial School for Girls, Dan Schewe, Nancy Proesel, and the NIU Muslim Association, to show
the film “He Named Me Malala” on Tuesday, April 12, at the Egyptian Theater in DeKalb
at 7 p.m. (doors open at 6:30 p.m.). Free and open to the public. Panel discussion following
the film.
HE NAMED ME MALALA is an intimate portrait of
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Malala Yousafzai, who was
targeted by the Taliban and severely wounded by a gunshot when returning home on her school bus in Pakistan’s Swat Valley. The then 15-year-old was singled
out, along with her father, for advocating for girls’ education, and the attack on her sparked an outcry from
supporters around the world. She miraculously survived
and is now a leading campaigner for girls’ education
globally as co-founder of the Malala Fund.
Acclaimed documentary filmmaker Davis Guggenheim
(An Inconvenient Truth, Waiting for Superman) shows
us how Malala, her father Zia and her family are committed to fighting for education for all girls worldwide.
The film gives us an inside glimpse into this extraordinary young girl’s life – from her close relationship with
her father who inspired her love for education, to her
impassioned speeches at the UN, to her everyday life
with her parents and brothers.
“One child, one teacher, one book and one pen can change the world.”
– Malala

A P U B L I CA T I ON OF T H E U N I T A R I A N
U N I V ER S A L I S T F E L L O W S HI P OF D EK A L B

Youth Outlook Seeks Volunteers
Youth Outlook, the only organization dedicated solely to working with LGBT youth in the western suburbs, seeks
volunteers to assist with operating our drop-in centers, youth leadership program, POL (HIV prevention) and community education work. If you have 3-5 hours per month to spare, we will provide the training you need.
Youth Outlook’s evening groups meet in DeKalb on Mondays, Naperville on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, and Aurora and Sterling on Thursdays. Our newest group in Palatine meets twice a month on Wednesdays.
We have partnerships with select schools to provide services during and after school hours. Other afternoon and
weekend hours are available on occasion.
The times, they are a’changin’. The national average age for LGBT kids coming out is now 13 years old, down
from 19 less than a decade ago.
To learn more about volunteering, contact Nancy Mullen, Executive Director, at nancy.mullen@youth-outlook.org
or 815-754-5331 to receive an application.
2016 Spring Training Date Pending!

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of DeKalb
158 North Fourth St.
DeKalb, IL 60115

